
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

True Evangelism 

John 1:29-42 

Date:  Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 19 January 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 3 
 

 

At the beginning of the year along with most people my thoughts turned towards 

making a resolution. These New Year resolutions inevitably involve some change, but for me 

increasingly with age has come discernment and some measure of wisdom, and I’ve finally realised 

that the vaguer the resolution, the more likely it is to end in failure. So at the beginning of a New 

Year and a new decade I was determined to resolve to do something tangible, which I could clearly 

define.  Something that I was meant to be doing in any event, something that would be spiritually 

satisfying, reap huge benefits for myself and others and would not involve calories or financial cost. 

Something that could be done every single day and perhaps most crucially could be done without 

too much time, practice, risk or effort. Which eliminated gardening, cooking, any form of craft, the 

gym, jogging and reading. 

 

And then having come across an old Transforming Presence booklet it suddenly dawned on me that 

one thing ticked all the boxes - evangelism. 

 

Behold the Lamb of God. In these five words John the Baptist set off a chain of  

events which led Andrew and the unnamed disciple to Jesus. Which then led to Andrew bringing his 

brother Peter to Jesus. 

 

In the 5 years since we had the Lent lectures from the Bishops on Transforming Presence, I must 

confess that outside my job as a priest - when wearing one of my other hats as a friend, an 

acquaintance, or just as a stranger I have not been as intentional about telling people about Jesus as I 

should be. Maybe because like many of us I struggle with the modern dilemma of how to testify in a 

sceptical post- modern world. A world of conflicting truths, where the slightest whiff of proselytising 

is one of the more extreme transgressions on increasingly long list of what it is not acceptable to do. 

How do we testify without inviting an avalanche of criticism? 

 

The ever-widening means of communication makes things even more complex. In an age dominated 

by media and image how do we testify? There is something about electronic communication, be it via 

social media or email, that has an impact on conversations. It seems the medium changes the very 

nature of what is said. Speech seems harsher, there is a greater potential for misunderstanding. 

Straightforward discussions have a tendency to descend in to undignified spats. Speaking from the 

pulpit has declined - it is seen as speaking from on high. But speaking on social media can be 

perceived as equally high-handed, prescriptive and out of touch - especially to those who don’t have 

any prior knowledge of the Gospel. 
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But here in these verses at the end of the first chapter of John’s gospel we see evangelism in what I 

like to say is its purest form. It occurs in the context of a conversation. John simply points Jesus out. 

No one is in crisis. There are of course many situations of need that can lead to discussions about 

Jesus and this drives many of our evangelistic events; but here Jesus is not introduced under the 

camouflage of meeting a person’s need.  And whilst we could say for the sake of argument that the 

whole transaction occurred because the two men were seeking something, in reality aren’t we all?  

 

‘Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world’. Here John just makes a statement. 

And as a result we are told in verse 37 the two disciples followed Jesus. It appears that somehow 

there was power in the very statement itself. ‘Behold, the Lamb of God’. It is said of Spurgeon, who 

was an Essex lad and no mean preacher, that he uttered these very words when testing acoustics at 

Crystal Palace where he was going to preach. A workman in one of the galleries heard and was 

saved. 

 

The effectiveness of evangelism doesn’t lie in the length or eloquence of speech. Or even necessarily 

in a discernible opportunity. The lesson here, and the thing we often forget, is that it is not about 

what we put in. All we need to do is signpost Jesus. The central thing, as Graham Tomlin says is not 

a human task, but a divine action. It was Jesus himself who asked the disciples what they wanted, and 

gave the invitation to come and see. Then they stayed with him all that day. 

 

As the Diocese prepares to say goodbye to another Essex lad who is no mean preacher, and has 

made evangelism look so easy, perhaps this is an opportunity to look again at how we give witness 

to Christ our Lord and Saviour. ‘Go and make disciples of all men’, Christ commanded us. It’s what 

we have been asked to do. 

 

So if you are looking for a meaningful resolution for this decade why not resolve to try evangelism? 

It really doesn’t require much time, practice, risk or effort. It is deeply satisfying spiritually and reaps 

huge benefits for you and others. For nothing can be more worthwhile than connecting people to 

the fullness, grace and mercy our all-powerful ever-loving Heavenly Father. 
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