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Isaiah 11: 1-10 & Matthew 3: 1-12 
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Each week in Advent, some of us may light another candle on our Advent Wreath.  And this 

week, we light a second candle to remember the Prophets: a great line of messengers who 

proclaimed a message of hope and peace to God’s people.  Today we hear the beautiful 

poetry of Isaiah, his vision of a peaceable kingdom and his trust that new life can come 

where none is expected.  The message of the prophets – their call – speaks to us through 

the centuries of what it means to wait for the future, a future that is about God and 

humanity joined as one.  Advent is about waiting for this kind of future.   

 

Some thought the prophets were predicting the future; others thought they were doom and 

gloom merchants, forever talking about the past and what had gone wrong.  Yes, the 

prophets told their people what was really going on; the harsh truths that nobody wanted 

to hear.  But they reminded their people of God’s great faithfulness too.  And crucially, they 

spoke words of “good news”, of great hope, to a people so distressed that they could not 

imagine any future.  They hoped and dreamed for their people.  They knew that it was so 

difficult to face fears and to embrace hopes and dreams when you are in a dark and difficult 

place.  So, they asked questions about the future.  What will a transformed life look like?  

What will it be like for us, for our community, for the world?  They helped people to 

hope and to dream for the kind of future that God longed for them to experience, when 

“the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord”.   

 

Into this long line of prophets steps John the Baptist.  Here is another great messenger, 

proclaiming harsh truths and great promises to all those who will hear.  But John is not just 

a prophet; the prophets spoke about him.  He is the one who is preparing the way of the 

Lord.  He is Isaiah’s voice crying in the wilderness.  Only now, God is very near, God is 

coming.  And John understood the kind of preparation and waiting that people needed to go 

through in order to welcome God into their lives.  John called people to repentance: this 

was how people could prepare for the coming of the Lord.   

 

Repentance fundamentally means a change in direction, a turning to God.  It is about being 

honest with ourselves – facing harsh truths at times – and it is about being honest before 

God.  Wherever we are on our journey with God, there is a need for us to reflect on what 

we’ve said and done, how we’ve behaved, and to turn afresh to God.  God’s promise to us 

is that God will accept us just as we are; we don’t need to be perfect to receive God’s help 
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and God’s forgiveness.  We simply need to be willing to turn to God, again and again, to be 

honest before God and to be open to letting God transform us.  When we do this, we get 

ourselves back on track, dead ends become new beginnings and things can be different for 

us in ways that we may never have imagined.   

 

We’re now well into December and many of us may have “to do” lists that are getting 

longer and we might be wondering how we’re ever going to get everything done by 

Christmas!  Believe it or not, I’m suggesting that we might need just one more list…a “hope 

list”, inspired by the prophets and their capacity to hope and dream for a God-filled future.   

 

I wonder what your “hope list” would look like?  I wonder what unexpected new beginnings 

we could dream of and hope for?  Once you start hoping, all kinds of things might come to 

mind…   

 

What hopes do we have for ourselves and for those we love?  I wonder what hopes we 

have for our local communities and for our country, particularly following the General 

Election?  What might a God-filled future look like for the suffering people of the world?  

What hopes and dreams do we have for those who have lived through war and conflict, 

poverty or disaster this past year?   

 

And then, in the assurance that God judges us in love and with mercy, let us dare to ask the 

question: what one thing needs changing in my life?  For this is repentance.  This is how to 

prepare and wait for the coming of the Lord.  Our answer to this question might just give us 

some God-given perspective on our “to do” lists.   

Amen. 

 

 


