
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Feast of Christ the King 
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Amidst all the expectations of the world around us to already be thinking of Christmas and 

to be ready for it, the Feast of Christ the King offers us a chance to stop and take stock 

before we enter Advent.  This is the last Sunday of a season of remembering:  we have 

experienced All Saints, All Souls and Remembrance Sunday and today we are asked to 

remember Christ as King.  Not just the heavenly king on earth that we may think of 

particularly as Christmas approaches, but Christ as a timeless and everlasting king, risen 

and ascended, sovereign over all of creation.  This year we explore “Christ the King” 

through Jeremiah’s longing for his people and Paul’s affirmation of the faith of the 

Colossians.  But most of all, we explore Christ the King through part of the passion 

narrative from Luke’s gospel.   

 

Whereas many hymns for this season contain triumphal language and images, Luke’s gospel 

takes us to the cross.  Luke takes us to the place of the skull, a place of violence, death 

and humiliation.  Here Jesus is being crucified, flanked on either side by two criminals.   

 

These two criminals see Jesus very differently.  They both think they know who he is, but 

only one of them truly understands who Jesus is and what that means.   

 

The first criminal - like the leaders in the crowd and the soldiers - mocks Jesus.  If he is 

the Messiah, the King of the Jews, then why doesn’t he save himself?  Surely that is what a 

king would do?  Perhaps this criminal thought Jesus was a crazy prophet making wild 

claims.  Or perhaps he thought there was something about this man from Galilee, but that 

he hadn’t quite lived up to expectations.  He hadn’t done what a Messiah should do.  He 

hadn’t liberated his people from the Roman occupation; he hadn’t led any kind of political 

uprising.  Like the people of Jeremiah’s time, bound by exile, this man crucified alongside 

Jesus had clear ideas about what strong leadership meant.  And this Jesus didn’t seem to 

match up to it.  If only this criminal had met Jeremiah.  Jeremiah could have told him – as 

he told his own people - about real leadership, about God the Great Shepherd, who raised 

up a “righteous branch”, someone who reigns with justice and righteousness. 

 

The second criminal saw something different in Jesus.  He saw a man, who - unlike him - 

was innocent of all crimes and yet was being killed.  He deserved condemnation and 



Page 3 of 4 
 

punishment, but this man Jesus didn’t.  Perhaps this man perceived that he was 

encountering in Jesus “the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation”, as 

described by Paul in his letter to the Colossians.  Jesus is no earthly king, conforming to 

our expectations of how he shall lead his people.  Jesus is a King in whom the fullness of 

God dwells.  This man must be special; he forgave the very people who crucified him!  His 

kind of kingship is about love and forgiveness.  This is such a subversion of earthly power, 

and yet it is still immensely powerful.  The second criminal asks Jesus to remember him 

and Jesus offers him much more; that he will be with him in Paradise.  This repentant 

criminal would find kindred spirits amongst the Colossians.  Paul was encouraging them to 

recognize Jesus fully and to understand the true nature of Jesus’ kingship and of his 

kingdom.   

 

It can be strange to be confronted with the cross as Advent and Christmas approach.  And 

yet it is so important that we do not lose sight of the bigger picture, of the greater 

narrative.  On this last Sunday before Advent, we are reminded of the enormity of what 

God has given to us through the promised Christ-child who died for us on a cross. If we 

place ourselves in Luke’s gospel, at the cross, Christ’s particular form of kingship is there 

for us to see.  Amidst death and humiliation, we are offered love and forgiveness, a place 

with the one in whom the fullness of God dwells.   

 

Will we take this life of love and forgiveness that Jesus offers to us?  As members of 

Christ’s Church, what will we do to proclaim the kingdom of this, our King? 

 

The expectations and behaviours that we encounter around us and that we see in the 

world can be jarring when set alongside the Kingdom of God and Christ as our King.  We 

don’t necessarily need a grand plan; we simply need to show ourselves as people of Christ 

the King; a loved and forgiven people.  We need to be willing to share Christ’s love and 

forgiveness with others and to point to the hope we have in Christ as King.  God’s world 

needs us to be this, to do this.  Living out our faith in this way means that others may 

catch a glimpse of the Kingdom of God and of Christ our King.   
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As we take stock on the Feast of Christ the King, as we remind ourselves of the bigger 

picture and the greater narrative, may we be encouraged by Paul’s words: 

 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may 

you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, 

who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from 

the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  (Colossians 1: 11-14) 

Amen. 

 

 


