
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship for Sunday 10th May,  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

“At home” 

By Ruth Patten, Archdeacon of Colchester 
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Collect 

 

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:  

grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life;  

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Psalm 31: 1-5 

 

1    In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 

let me never be put to shame;  ♦ 

deliver me in your righteousness. 

2    Incline your ear to me;  ♦ 

make haste to deliver me. 

3    Be my strong rock, a fortress to save me, 

    for you are my rock and my stronghold;  ♦ 

guide me, and lead me for your name’s sake. 

4    Take me out of the net 

    that they have laid secretly for me,  ♦ 

for you are my strength. 

5    Into your hands I commend my spirit,  ♦ 

for you have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 

 

 

John 14: 1-14 

 

14 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s 

house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 

take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to 

the place where I am going.’ 5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are 

going. How can we know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my 

Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’ 
8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus said to him, 

‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen 

me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10 Do you not believe that I 

am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 

own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 

themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I 

do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will 

do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my 

name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
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Reflection 

 

We are all spending much more time at home than usual.  For many of us, our homes are 

no longer the places we leave and return to, they are now our places of work, they have 

become schools, and they are where we worship, together yet apart.  Everything is 

happening at home.  For some – more than we would like to admit – home is far from safe, 

it is a place of danger and despair.  Everything is happening at home.   

 

I wonder how “at home” we are feeling at the moment? The well-used saying “home is 

where the heart is” says it all.  Being truly “at home” is about belonging and relationship 

much more than it is about place or space.  Home is where, when and how we’re 

emotionally attached.  So, it’s hard when we’re not physically close to all of our nearest and 

dearest.  That sense of being “at home” is not complete because we are missing people, we 

are at a loss.   

 

In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I 

go to prepare a place for you?” says Jesus.  Just four weeks after Easter, we find ourselves 

back at the Last Supper.  Jesus has washed his disciples’ feet, they’ve shared a meal together, 

he’s talked of the one who will betray him and the one who will deny him, and he’s told 

them to love one another.  Jesus is preparing his friends for the time to come when he will 

not be with them.  There is a lot for them to take in.   

 

Jesus clearly intends to reassure and to comfort with these words, because he prefaces 

them by saying, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling places...”  Jesus doesn’t describe a physical space or 

place, but instead conveys a sense of welcome, of peace, of belonging and of relationship.   

When we hear Jesus talking about his Father’s house, we may immediately think of a place 

or space.  But Jesus’ disciples would have known that he was talking about family and 

relationship rather than about a place.  He was telling them, reminding them, that through 

him, they are a part of God’s family.  However, this assurance isn’t enough for Thomas or 

for Philip: they have further questions.   

 

This season of Eastertide is probably like no other that we have experienced in recent 

times.  We are having to learn to be and to do things differently.  “Do not let your hearts be 

troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me.”  These words are not always easy to hear.  Like 

Thomas and Philip, we may have further questions.  For those of us who are life’s natural 

worriers or who have ever suffered from anxiety in any way, being told “don’t worry”, isn’t 

always helpful.  We still have questions, information that we want to check or process, and 

we can be at a loss to understand even the things that we know to be true.  Words of 

comfort and assurance can take longer to find their home within us.   

 

John’s Gospel is steeped with expressions of God’s longing to make a home with God’s 

people.  This longing resounds throughout scripture, as God says again and again, “You will 

be my people and I will be your God.”  And so, this longing finds its ultimate expression as 
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the Word becoming flesh and living among us.  God makes a home with us.  In all of our 

close relationships with family and friends, we will have experiences of being known and 

loved so well by our “nearest and dearest”, a feeling of being “at home”.  We will also know 

only too well when we have not felt at home, when we have felt abandoned and unloved.  It 

is my hope and prayer that all of us have people we know we belong to, where the ties are 

strong, holding us together in good times and in bad.  This is how God loves us: this deeply, 

with this strength and faithfulness.   

 

Home is where the heart is.  Through Jesus, we are close to the Father’s heart.  We are at 

home.  Amen.   

 

 

Blessing 

 

May Jesus Christ, the way, the truth, and the life, be with us. 

May the Spirit empower us to serve in Christ’s name. 

May God, who raised Christ from the dead, keep us for evermore. 

Alleluia! Amen. 


