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 Luke 8:26-39. The Gerasene Man. 

Familiarity breeds contempt is a an often-used phrase. I don’t think it applies to the Gospels 

but there is a danger that the Gospel stories can lose the ability to shock and even 

scandalise the more familiar we become with them. I think that is particularly true when it 

comes to some of the people Jesus encountered during his ministry. People who in Jesus’ 

day would have been regarded as being far outside the Kingdom of God and therefore 

outside of the love of God. A Samaritan woman, a Roman Centurion, a despised Tax 

Collector, and the man who features in today’s Gospel reading from Luke 8:26-39, a man 

from the region of Gerasene.  

We can’t be exactly sure where this place was where Jesus landed, however, it seems that it 

was in an area of largely Gentile territory on the Eastern side of Lake Galilee and an area 

occupied by people who weren’t Jews, although Jews also lived there. Nor do we know why 

Jesus and the disciples went there, perhaps they went there to escape the crowds or for 

some rest and relaxation. However, when they arrive Jesus encounters a greatly troubled 

man. The description of him suggests someone who would have been intimidating to 

anyone who came across him. He was naked and spent his time living amongst the tombs. 

He was someone who had to be bound physically and guarded for his own safety and for the 

safety of others; he was someone who suffered from spiritual oppression, in this case 

manifest as demon possession; and he was someone who was out of control, able to break 

his bonds and often driven into the desert places. Here is a person who invoked fear in 

others, someone who was physically, mentally and spiritually disturbed. Someone to be 

feared, someone to be avoided, someone to be shunned. 

Yet, when he meets Jesus, this Gerasene man comes to experience release, healing and 

peace. When the people who knew the man came, they found him sitting at Jesus feet, the 

familiar posture of a disciple, clothed and in his right mind. Where others could only seek to 

constrain, Jesus delivered freedom. 

My father was a prison chaplain and for much of his ministry he worked with some of the 

most dangerous and feared people in our society: members of the Kray gang, some of the 

Great Train robbers and other notorious criminals. There was one particular man he met 

who had committed a terrible crime. He and his wife had separated and one day in a fit of 

rage and despair he locked himself in the bathroom with his two young children. He 

murdered one child and tried to murder the other before attempting suicide. He was given a 

long prison sentence and incarcerated. He was physically constrained, but he was also 

emotionally and spiritually very disturbed. So much so that he would save up razor blades 

and swallow them in an attempt to take his own life. Over a period of time, my father got to 

know him and with others counselled him, prayed for him and sought to show him the love, 

the forgiveness and the healing of God. In time the man became a Christian, a follower of 

Jesus. Although he still had a long sentence to complete, and he accepted that as his 

punishment, he nevertheless had come to experience release from the self-loathing, the 
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guilt and the shame that had oppressed him. Here was someone to be feared, someone to 

be avoided, someone to be shunned, experiencing the release, healing and peace that only 

Jesus could offer.  

To return to the reading. The manner in which the Gerasene man experienced restoration 

was also shocking, it certainly shocked those who witnessed it. The spiritual forces that had 

been oppressing this man entered a herd of pigs who are driven into the lake and 

destroyed. It is a demonstration of the authority and power of Jesus, and a demonstration 

of the destructiveness of evil, of those things that oppose the will of God. So shocked are 

the people who witnessed these events and so shocked are those in the area they then told 

about it, that they are filled with fear and ask Jesus to leave them. They are shocked by the 

power of God revealed in the mission and ministry of Jesus. Far from rejoicing that the 

Gerasene man had been restored, they want Jesus to leave as quickly as possible. 

Throughout the Gospels we see many who welcomed and received the love of God made 

known through Jesus’ ministry, but there were also many who were shocked by it, 

scandalised even by some of those who Jesus spent time with and welcomed into the 

Kingdom of God.  

The prisoner I mentioned earlier gave my father permission to tell his story, he was keen 

that others might know the love and forgiveness of God that he had experienced. One 

Sunday morning in church my father shared this man’s testimony. Then after the service a 

member of the congregation stormed up to my dad, pointed a finger at him and said, ‘how 

can you forgive a man like that, how can God forgive someone who has done such a terrible 

thing?’. She was shocked and scandalised by the story of this man becoming a follower of 

Jesus. My father was quiet for a moment and then responded, “How can we say the Lord’s 

prayer: Forgive us our sins as we forgive the sins of others, unless we are prepared to 

forgive a man like that?’. 

In the healing of the Gerasene man, as in so many other encounters with people in the 

gospels, Jesus demonstrated that no one is outside the grace, the mercy, the forgiveness, 

the healing and the love of God. Amen. 
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