
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

Text: Matthew 18.18 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ 
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Some words from the gospel reading we’ve just heard: ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Words spoken 

by Jesus to his disciples some 2,000 years ago – but words that are still important for us today. 

I’m a bit embarrassed to admit it, but I’ve only just discovered the ‘torch’ function on my 

mobile phone! And the other night, just before going to sleep but after I’d turned the 

bedside light off, I had great fun trying it out. It’s actually quite powerful – if you’ve got one 

you’ll know what I mean – so I took great pleasure in shining it round the room and spotting 

different things. In fact it felt a bit like my childhood memories of camping every summer, 

when having a torch was crucial. My brother and I would share a tent, and we’d enjoy doing 

that thing of making finger shadows on the canvas walls each night before dropping off to 

sleep in our sleeping bags. 

Suddenly, the other night, all those memories came rushing back. Before I knew it I was 

busy making finger shadows on the curtains, using the torch app on my phone. There before 

my eyes was a rather impressive rabbit! And then a crocodile, snapping away! My giraffe was 

a bit sketchy but OK, and I had a few different kinds of dogs as well. 

Finger shadows are great fun – and of course they depend on two things. They need your 

fingers to be held in a certain way; and they need a torch or some other source of light. The 

shadow you make depends on where the light is. But the shadow is always a faithful and true 

version of your fingers. You can’t move your fingers quickly or unexpectedly, and leave the 

shadow behind. And the shadow isn’t something in the future – it’s real now. 

When Jesus told his disciples about binding and loosing things on earth, he explained that 

these things would be bound and loosed in heaven also. In the reading it says, ‘will be…’, 

and that makes it sound a bit like something that hasn’t happened yet: for example, if I put 

the cake mix in the oven it will become a cake after forty minutes or however long it takes to 

cook. 

But actually that’s not quite what these words of Jesus mean. He was describing something 

that is real now. The best version of those words I started with goes something like this: 

‘Whatever you bind on earth shall already have been bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth shall already have been loosed in heaven.’ 

In fact, it’s a bit like those finger shadows. When you move your finger, the shadow is 

already there as well. And when a follower of Jesus truly does something in the power of 

God (that’s what the binding and loosing is all about), then it is somehow also reflected in 

heaven. 

That’s why those slightly scary words in the reading about being a member of the church 

are so important. They’re all about honouring that fact that Christians are ‘making finger 

shadows’ for the world – showing the world how it’s connected to God. It’s such an 

important thing that we need to work hard to do it right. 
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I said earlier that finger shadows need a torch – a source of light. And for Christians that 

light is Jesus himself – the light of the world is how he’s described in the Bible. It’s Jesus who 

makes the connection between heaven and earth possible. Without him, even our most 

exciting and wonderful ‘finger shadows’ would be nothing at all. 

But there’s something else Christians believe. The Bible tells us how in the end heaven and 

earth will be brought completely back together again, and everything will be completely with 

God in his kingdom. There won’t be any ‘shadows’ any more. The light will be everywhere, 

and the ‘shapes’ our lives make will be seen in all their perfected glory. That’s what 

Christians look for in hope – that Jesus, the light of the world – will make all the shadows 

melt away, and will leave us as the people God made us to be. It’s a promise for us, and one 

that God longs for us to receive and make our own. 

So as I end, a challenge for you. 

First of all, if you’ve not yet found the torch app on your phone, give it a go! It’s great! 

And secondly, have a go at making some finger shadows! See what you can make, and check 

for yourself that the shadow is always exactly true to your fingers – not something that 

happens in the future. 

And as you have fun making some finger shadows, remember this. Remember that earth and 

heaven are just like your fingers and their shadow. Remember that the two are connected 

powerfully and perfectly by the light of your torch – that heaven and earth are connected 

powerfully and perfectly by the light of the world, Jesus himself. 

And as you remember this, remember as well that God invites you to be part of this 

connection. He longs for you to be a ‘finger-shadow-maker’ – a witness to the glorious, life-

giving good news that Jesus brings. 

And how easy is it to accept this invitation? The answer to that question comes in two 

parts. It’s as easy as you saying ‘yes’ to God, truly and from the heart, right now. And it’s a 

life’s work, a joyful commitment that flows through everything you do. 

My prayer this morning is that you will accept this invitation, and that you will be a faithful 

and powerful ‘finger-shadow-maker’ for the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


