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Some words from the epistle reading we heard a little earlier in our service, Ephesians 3.20: ‘Now 

to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we 

can ask or imagine…’ 

Words which speak of the amazing power of God working within us, and of the extraordinary way 

in which this divine power can do more than we can ever imagine or ask. 

 

A couple of months ago I went to a lecture in London. It was given by a man called Marcelo 

Gleiser. He’s a Professor in North America, in fact the Professor of Physics and Astronomy 

at Dartmouth College in the USA, and he teaches a course called ‘Poetry and Cosmology’. 

He’d been invited by the Christian Evidence Society to give two talks in London, and I was 

really pleased I went to hear him. He told us about the amazing vastness of this galaxy in 

which our solar system exists – the Milky Way has anything between 200 billion and 400 

billion stars, and billions of planets too. But the Milky Way is just one not especially big 

galaxy – for example the Andromeda Galaxy has perhaps one trillion stars. And although 

astronomers don’t really know, there are probably an incredible two trillion galaxies in the 

universe! 

Well, if you’re anything like me your head will definitely be spinning by now! Those are 

seriously big numbers, far too big to imagine, and what they add up to is a universe with 

maybe 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 stars in it. By now, as I listened to Professor 

Gleiser, I was feeling like a completely insignificant speck – so small that I might as well not 

exist at all. 

But then his talk took a new direction. He started explaining, in strictly scientific terms, 

about the amazing specialness of the Earth, and about the strong possibility that conscious 

life is unique to this planet on which we live. Suddenly I had a heart-warming feeling that 

maybe I wasn’t so insignificant after all. 

When St Paul wrote to the Ephesians he didn’t know about the extraordinary number of 

galaxies and stars and planets in the universe. But as I left Professor Gleiser’s lecture I had 

those words with which I began resonating in my heart: ‘Now to him who by the power at 

work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine…’ 

That expression ‘abundantly far more…’ is actually what’s known as one of Paul’s super-

superlatives – trying to capture in words something almost too vast, too wonderful to put in 

writing. Translators have struggled to do it justice as an idea, coming up with things like 

‘immeasurably more’ or ‘infinitely more’. We could even say, ‘mind-blowingly more’, 

although I don’t think I’ve actually seen a Bible with that exact phraseology. 

We get the idea that there are no limits to what God can do. And this means we have to 

recognise our place within God’s sovereign purposes rather than trying to fit God into our 

own plans. 
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And this actually fits beautifully with the emphasis on prayer that Paul’s letter to the 

Ephesians has running right through it. Prayer is not about bending God to our objectives, 

but rather is about joining in the powerful purposes of God, revealed to us above all else in 

Jesus Christ. 

Right near the start of the letter, in verses 19 and 20 of chapter one, we discover that God’s 

amazing and limitless power and ability to accomplish things is seen most definitively in the 

resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ (verse 20). But we also discover another amazing 

thing. This power from God is available to those who believe (verse 19). And that includes 

us! 

This is one of those key bridges between Jesus and his people; a reminder that the Christian 

faith is not a set of abstract ideas, but is lived out through prayer and action. 

This power from God is not like a magic trick that allows us to distort reality in our favour. 

Rather, it’s a power that sweeps aside everything that would otherwise distort God’s 

creation. Ultimately it’s a power that overcomes sin and death, and reveals the promise of 

eternal life. 

The call on Christians is to live their lives in the light of this extraordinary power, even if the 

daily pains and challenges seem to crowd in. This can be really tough, especially if serious 

setbacks occur or someone whom we love is suffering. But the message of these verses is 

that, by this power, God is able to do far more than we can possibly even think of. 

This could be scary – we feel (rightly) as though we’re out of control of our own futures, an 

insignificant speck in a vast universe. But it shouldn’t be scary – it should rather drive us to 

prayer and praise, giving glory to God, as precious and unique in his sight. 

Did you notice that Paul writes about ‘us’ and what ‘we can ask or imagine’? This isn’t a 

super-hero, individual kind of call from God. This is a call to his people together – a call to 

the church. God’s limitless power raised Jesus from the dead, and that same limitless power 

is at work in our midst, for we are the body of Christ, the church. 

It’s often noted that Ephesians is roughly speaking in two parts, although actually they 

overlap quite a lot. But it’s true that there’s a movement from what God has done for us in 

Christ, to our response and what this means for us. And these words which we’ve heard 

today come right at the half-way point of the letter. They help us as we face up to the joyful 

challenge of responding to God’s mercy and love, and his call on our lives. 

So these are words that should ring in our ears and warm our hearts! ‘Now to him who by 

the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask 

or imagine…’ 

Just as we cannot really imagine the trillions of stars in the universe, so too we cannot 

imagine the vastness of God’s power in our midst. And our requests to God will always fall 

far short of what he is bringing about. 
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But that is a glorious thing! Because it puts God right at the heart of everything. 

So my challenge to you today is to expect the unimaginable this week, as you head out from 

this service later on. Don’t try and fit God into your plans. Instead, allow yourself to 

become part of God’s mind-blowingly wonderful purposes, and allow yourself to live in the 

power that raised Jesus from the dead. 

And if you’re not sure about whether you believe this can be true, or if this is the first time 

you’ve heard this message – a message that Christians call ‘good news’ – then please ask me 

after the service and I can tell you more about what it means for me. 

 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 

more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 


