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I wonder if you are surprised that today’s Gospel reading is the start of John Chapter 1? It 

will have featured prominently at carol and Christmas services. Surely Christmas is now 

over – we are well past twelfth night and Candlemas and we now have a couple of weeks of 

‘ordinary time’ before Lent.  

 

Maybe, hearing the nativity gospel again reminds us that since the birth of Jesus, everyday is 

Christmas Day. Jesus is with us always.  

 

Maybe today – in this pause between seasons in the Christian year – is a good time to 

reflect on what the presence of Jesus might mean. 

 

John records that Jesus is the bringer of light and life; of grace and truth. His presence is not 

to catch us out; not to betray us; not to take us down a peg or two. No. Jesus is with us to 

so that we might have the fullest life possible (as he affirms later in John 10.10). 

 

And so the invitation today is not to reflect on our failings or regrets but to wonder how 

we might life live to the full. What would it mean to make the most of our opportunities? 

What would it mean to live life in full light, rather than in semi-darkness? What would it 

mean if we truly knew the grace and truth of God that is revealed in Jesus? 

 

Today’s epistle reading from Colossians is perhaps St Paul’s equivalent of John’s prologue. 

He too traces Jesus history from the beginning of time and in the most sublime language 

makes it clear that Jesus is preeminent in everything. He has no peers; no one in human 

history can get even close to him. 

 

He is the true image of God; the firstborn; he is before everything else and hold everything 

together; he is the head, source and origin of everything. 



 

In slightly different ways, both St John and St Paul proclaim that Jesus is both central to 

everything and supreme over everything.  

 

In his commentary on Colossians, Tom Wright points to three particular aspects about 

Jesus that can be drawn from these verses: First, ‘it’s by looking at Jesus that we discover 

who God is’. Second, ‘Jesus hold together the old world and the new, creation and new 

creation’. And third, ‘Jesus is therefore the blueprint for the genuine humanness that is on 

offer through the gospel’. 

 

So living life to the full as a human being is possible as we allow Jesus to take first place. This 

is a paradox, we might naturally assume that fullness of life comes with complete self-

control and personal power – but that always fails. True fulfilment comes with putting Jesus 

first and central – and then everything else falls into place. 

 

And finally, we might think that true happiness is to be found by escaping from the natural 

world with all its failings. But no, Jesus is creator of all and hold everything together. We are 

designed to live and thrive in this fragile world where there is disaster, disease and 

disappointment. We don’t escape the realities of creation but can have an entirely different 

perspective as we live and journey with the creator himself. 


