
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Genesis 14: 17-20 

Psalm 128 

Revelation 19: 6-10 

John 2: 1-11 

Epiphany 3 – 21st January 2018 
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The background to Genesis 14: 17-20 is Abram’s role in the defeat of a coalition of rebellious 

kings, in order to rescue his nephew Lot and to protect the land which Yahweh has promised to 

him. In the midst of these key Genesis themes of land and family, a fresh voice is heard - that of 

Melchizedek, king of Salem, probably Jerusalem. The Christian significance of bread and wine is 

obvious, but they are also succour for a returning warrior. The same term ‘blessing’, literally 

meaning ‘endow with power’ is used for Abram himself and for Abram’s praise of God. In the 

context of the lectionary readings for Epiphany 3, it’s interesting to note that blessing comes from an 

unexpected source, and links the Patriarch to Jerusalem.  

 

The themes of family, blessing and Jerusalem again appear in Psalm 128 with its portrait of a man 

blessed not just as an individual, but in the corporate context of his home and of the wider 

‘prosperity’ of God’s people and city. Wine and olives are common symbols of God’s blessing, which 

is rooted in the ‘fear’ or full and proper recognition of God, and active, obedient service.  

 

The Revelation passage gives us a picture of worship in heaven, as a response to God’s justice 

being revealed. Here, those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb are ‘blessed’, and 

begin their life in the new age. 

 

Reading this passage alongside the account of Jesus at the wedding in Cana gives us a particular 

understanding of his turning water into wine. In John 2: 1-11 Jesus performs ‘the first of his signs’ 

and ‘his disciples believed in him’.  We have a memorable story showing the extraordinary 

consequence of the servants’ obedience to Jesus, prompted by his mother. There are many 

significant aspects of this passage for the preacher to explore: i) the wine fails, which may indicate 

the deficiencies of the Law; ii) the water for Jewish rites of purification becomes the new wine of the 

kingdom; iii) the quantity of water and then wine is enormous, pointing to God’s liberality; iv) this all 

takes place ‘on the third day’ with its association with resurrection; v) we see the contrast between 

those who know and those who do not (verse 9, compare, for example, with John1:10; 9: 20-21 and 

9:25). 

 

The setting for this sign points to Jesus as the Messiah who by providing the wine effectively hosts 

his own banquet, and thus continues the revelation of his true identity. 


