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It’s summer and we are well in to the comforting rhythm of ordinary time. 

Many of us are looking forward to holidays, are on holiday or have just 

returned from holiday. It’s is hopefully a time of rest and relaxation. 

Which makes it the perfect time to be shaken up by this passage from Luke 12 

verses 32-40, where Jesus reminds us to be vigilant and to be prepared for his 

return. For, as it says, the Son of Man is returning at an unexpected hour. 

These words of Jesus are recorded in Matthew and Mark’s gospels too, 

highlighting their importance. 

During the long summer holidays many years ago, I was frequently left to my 

own devices. Like any sensible teenager, as soon as my Mother left for work, I 

would ignore her list of chores and errands, and waste the whole day reading 

magazines, listening to music and generally being idle. She was usually back at 4, 

so at ten past 3 or so I would do everything in a rush, and generally succeed in 

having things ready just in time for her return. And largely my strategy worked. 

Except one day she returned unexpectedly at 12 noon. I remember the shock 

as she came in and caught me right in the middle of doing something I had 

completely denied ever doing only a few days before. It’s probably best not to 

disclose what it was on a sermon podcast. Let’s just say the rest of that 

summer wasn’t particularly happy. But I made sure it never happened again. I 

learnt from the experience and was always prepared for her to turn up 

unannounced. 

We won’t have that luxury - the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

For those who are ready there will be a reward. ‘Blessed are those slaves whom 

the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 

them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them, Jesus says. 

Like every good Chelmsford-grown priest I am well trained in reflection, and 

every so often at the end of the day, when I sift through the delights and debris 

of my ministry, I wonder what would have happened had Jesus actually 

returned. Unexpectedly. And when I do so I have a vague recollection of how I 

felt that day as a teenager when I was caught getting up to no good. Because I 

know that had my master arrived at some points during that day, I would most 

certainly not be asked to sit down to eat and be served by him. 
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Not that we should live with Jesus’ imminent return hanging like some sort 

Damocles’ sword above our heads. But Jesus himself says that we should be 

dressed for action and have our lamps lit. Which is a huge challenge. For it is 

much easier and infinitely more convenient to dress for comfort and not 

bother to light our lamps. At least not just yet. 

So, what does it mean to be suitably clothed and equipped? How do we make 

ourselves ready? By having the right attitude - one of anticipation and 

expectation, honed by prayer and reading the word. By living in a state of 

readiness, with our priorities ordered in a way that demonstrates we are alert 

for our master’s return. By being open to the prompting of the Spirit, and ever 

conscious in our hearts of God’s purpose and plan for the whole of his 

creation. 

Which is all easier said than done - we are often so wrapped up in the routine 

of life we forget the wider narrative of our Christian life. The promise of 

Christ’s return is far from our thoughts, even though we are warned about it 

many times in scripture. In Mark’s gospel the warning is typically short and 

blunt. ‘Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time 

will come.’  

The Message - which admittedly is not everyone’s favourite translation - is spot 

on here. ‘You know’, it reads in verses 39-40, ‘that if the house owner had known 

what night the burglar was coming, he wouldn’t have stayed out late and left the 

place unlocked. So don’t you be slovenly and careless. Just when you don’t expect 

him, the Son of Man will show up’. 

The Son of Man is returning at an unexpected hour. As we take a break from 

the busyness of our normal church activities, we have a chance to ask 

ourselves seriously and answer honestly, are you ready? 
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