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2nd Sunday before Lent Genesis 1.1-2.3; Romans 8.18-25 and Matthew 6.25-end 

Our readings today from Genesis 1, Romans 8 and Matthew 6 suggest a theme of 

creation, which is picked up in the Collect: 

 

Almighty God, 

you have created the heavens and the earth 

and made us in your own image: 

teach us to discern your hand in all your works 

and your likeness in all your children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, 

now and for ever. 

 

Issues of creation and climate change are uppermost in our thinking at the moment. 

We cannot escape news of fires, floods and unseasonal temperatures around the 

globe. And so Bishop Stephen’s New Year message to the diocese urged us to ‘Live 

gently and enhance God’s creation.’  

 

And, of course, it is right that we each take some responsibility for the negative 

effects that we humans have had on our planet. We can all reduce our use of plastics, 

we can reduce our energy consumption, we can plant trees, we can eat local and 

seasonal produce, we can drive less and walk more. The options are many and 

various. We can see the need to act practically and today’s readings give us a 

theological and spiritual basis for our response. 

 

The Old Testament reading from Genesis 1 takes us back to the very start and tells 

us what it was like at the beginning. The Epistle from St Paul’s letter to the Church in 

Rome reminds us about the future that God has planned. And the Gospel reading 
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from Matthew 6 brings us back to the present and tells us what to do – and what not 

to do! 

 

All the readings tell us about God. It is God who initiated creation. It is God who 

brought everything into being. And it is God who declared that everything was “very 

good” (Gen 1.31).  

 

And, in Romans 8, St Paul reminds us of God’s plan for “the glory about to be 

revealed to us” – notice this come alongside the recognition that things are not right 

with the world. He says “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.” (Rom 8.18) 

And then, in our Gospel reading, Jesus reminds us of God’s faithfulness – our 

heavenly Father knows about everything we need and he will provide. It is only 

because of his faithfulness that we have no need to worry. 

 

The readings are all about God. And they are all about us. 

 

In Genesis 1, the pinnacle of creation is humankind. Made in the very image of God 

himself, he blessed us and called us to be fruitful and multiply (Gen 1.28). And in the 

same verse, we are called to ‘subdue and fill’ the earth and have ‘dominion’ over it. 

These are words often misunderstood and mis-applied. We are nor blessed by God 

to abuse his creation for our own selfish aims, rather we are to take charge of God’s 

world in order that everything and everyone can thrive.  

 

In Romans, the ‘us’ that St Paul refers to are Christian believers or in his words “the 

children of God”. Paul is very realistic about how Christians actually are – on the one 

hand we are already children of God, we have been saved, we are in God’s family, we 

have everything we need – and on the other, we are not there yet, we don’t know 

the fullness of the freedom promised to us, we don’t yet have the fullness of the 

Spirit that God has promised, we only “have the first fruits of the Spirit.” (Rom 8.23) 

 



Page 4 of 5 
 

And then in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus knows all about our human weaknesses. 

Chapters 5 to 7 are what we usually call the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus knows that 

we are inclined to be unfaithful, angry, ungenerous, judgmental, and so full of worry 

that we try to protect ourselves and store up our own treasure on earth. He gently 

tells us that there is no point in such behaviour – it doesn’t work. The answer to our 

rightful desire for security does not come from within – it only comes from God. It 

does not come because we are better than other people – it comes because God has 

a universal love for us all. It comes when we finally stop focussing on ourselves and 

“strive first (or seek first) the Kingdom of God.” (Rom 8.33) 

 

These readings are all about God, they are also all about us, and they are all about 

God’s world. 

 

It goes without saying that Genesis 1 tells us of the creation of the world. That every 

aspect of it was God-breathed, it was his design and purpose – not some random 

molecular accident. And not only was our world created by God, he saw it as ‘very 

good’. 

 

By the time we get to Romans, nothing is quite as good. We Christians are longing 

for fulfilment and freedom and that same longing is found in creation. Creation longs 

to see the revealing of us as the fully formed children of God (v19). It too looks 

forward to that day when it “will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God” (v21). Our destiny is 

wrapped up with the destiny of our world and vice-versa. And so St Paul reminds us 

to be hopeful and patient. For the day will come when there is a new earth and a 

new heaven; God’s kingdom will come on earth as it is in heaven; there will be a day 

when everything will be resolved and all our strivings will cease. 

 

And because of that hope, Jesus can tell his disciples – that means us – that we do 

not need to worry about anything. He cares for the smallest aspects of creation – 

the birds of the air and the lilies of the field – and he cares for us. 
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So, we have seen how these passages are about God; and about us; and about God’s 

world. 

 

In closing, what might our response be? 

 

Well, we could decide that God has everything under control, so we don’t have to 

do anything. But that would be against the authority given to us in Genesis to take 

control and work for the wellbeing of all creation. Not worrying is not the same as 

doing nothing. 

 

We first have a duty of prayer. Straight after the passage from Romans 8 that is in 

the lectionary for today comes the encouragement that “the Spirit helps us in our 

weakness: for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 

intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the Saints according 

to the will of God” (v26-27). So pray and let the Spirit lead you. 

 

And then decide what you can do on your own and in partnership with others to 

make this a better world. If we seek first God’s Kingdom, we will give greater 

priority to God’s world and all its people. 

 

Almighty God, 

you have created the heavens and the earth 

and made us in your own image: 

teach us to discern your hand in all your works 

and your likeness in all your children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

. 


