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SERMON (Podcast) 

Outline text of a sermon for Sunday 1 July 2018 

(Trinity 5 / Proper 8) 

by Nicholas Henshall, Dean of Chelmsford 

 

Readings: 

 

- 2 Corinthians 8.7-end 

- Mark 5.21-end  

 

 

Jairus is a man with a big name, and he knows how to order a healing: beg the rabbi and tell 

him "come and heal my daughter."  

 

The woman has no name, is nobody. In the taboos of the time she has no place here. Her 

flow of blood has made her unclean, untouchable literally and metaphorically for the past 12 
years. It is outrageous for her to be here. Touching the rabbi, even the hem of his garment, 

is scandalous - she will make him unclean. 

 

The delay and the crowd mean Jairus' daughter is already dead and the summons to Jesus 

pointless. Why bother him further? The transaction finished. And when Jesus' contradicts 

them, they just laugh in his face. Only sleeping? A joke in very bad taste. 

 

We know - though the crowd don't - that taking Peter, James and John with him is highly 

significant. These three will also join him on the mountain of the Transfiguration, just as 

Jesus begins to prepare for what is going to happen to him in Jerusalem and in Gethsemane 

where he faces the bleak reality of his coming arrest and death. But just as those two 

episodes also point forward, so - as we shall see - does this. 

 

The nameless unclean, untouchable woman thinks she is going to get away with it - that no 

one (least of all Jesus) will notice her transgression as she comes up behind him in the 

crowd and secretly reaches out her hand to touch his cloak. Even after the healing she 

thinks she thinks she has not been discovered. But in a remarkable Gospel moment Jesus 

knows that power has gone out of him. Someone has extorted a healing. In fear she 

confesses all, expecting rebuke for her act of defilement. Instead she hears words of healing, 

forgiveness and reassurance: "Daughter, your faith has saved you" or is it "Daughter, your 

faith has healed you"? Well, of course it is both at the same time. In the Gospels the Greek 

word used for "save" is also the word used for "heal". 

 

Breaking through the commotion of Jairus' wealthy household and the laughter at his 

mission, Jesus with his core team sweep Jairus and his wife into the little girl's room, 

shutting out everyone else, and without drama says simply "little girl, get up". Mark - 

uniquely - records the words in Aramaic, "talitha coum", the common spoken language of 

the Jews in Palestine in the time of Jesus. In almost a footnote, Mark notes that the girl is 12 

years old - i.e like Jesus in the Temple in Luke's Gospel, she has not yet reached 13, the age 

of accountability. 
 

"Get up" in Jesus' command has just been the ordinary word. But - something completely 

lost in translation - the next sentence reads "immediately the girl arose" using not the 

ordinary word "get up" but the New Testament word for resurrection. None of the first 
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hearers of this Gospel would have missed the significance of that word for a moment - the 

girl's resurrection points forward to the paschal mystery of Christ's resurrection.  

 

At the heart of this Gospel reading - as we'd expect after all - are the upside down values of 

the kingdom. Power fails to command a healing, but a young girl unworthy of note is raised 

from the dead. And an unclean, untouchable woman who knows she is not even allowed to 

be there transgresses all the rules to find herself saved, to find herself healed. Each of these 

interwoven stories is a commentary on the other, the powerful synagogue leader 

commanding, but at the centre a vulnerable outcast made whole again. 

 

The same theme is picked up unsurprisingly in today's passage from 2 Corinthians: "For you 

know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes 

he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich." The vulnerability of God, 

made so explicit in the crib and on the cross, is the warp and weft of the Good News of 

Jesus Christ: by his wounds we are healed. 

 
It's easy for us - like Jairus - to think we're in charge, that Jesus is somehow an instrument 

for us to use. We plan, make strategy, shape the future - only to find that God was doing 

something different; that God acts in the most unexpected way when - like the woman with 

the flow of blood - we become deeply aware of our frailty, and in despair, faith and hope 

reach out and find that we have indeed been saved, healed, made whole again. 

 

Nicholas Henshall 

Dean of Chelmsford 
 

 


