
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

What must I do? 

20th Sunday after Trinity – 14th October 2018 
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Leonardo da Vinci, the famous 14th century artist who painted the famous Mona Lisa portrait, the 

Last Supper and numerous other great works was really a polymath; he was a gifted man in many 

fields. He explored science, astronomy, mathematics and was excited by the possibility of flight. I am 

fascinated by his flying machine drawings and many of his famous sayings. I think my fascination 

with him began years ago when I discovered that like me he was left handed and was seeking to 

make sense of this right handed world. 

One of his responses, made to those who looked down on him as a poor and struggling artist was 

“Do not scorn me so! I am not poor. He is poor, rather, who desires many things.” 

It’s a  perfect aid as we consider our gospel reading today. We have just heard a familiar story from 

our gospels. A rich man comes to Jesus looking for answers. This story is important for all of the 

synoptic gospel writers share it with us; in Matthew the man is described as young and in Luke he is 

a ruler. For mark sufficient to say he is a rich man. He runs to Jesus keen to find an answer to his 

question before Jesus sets off on His journey to Jerusalem. 

Let’s look at what the rich man is asking. “Good teacher what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Here is a man who has plenty, many of the world’s material goods and great wealth and yet he is 

aware that he lacks something. He wants to be assured of his final destiny and that his life is secure. 

He has kept the Ten Commandments since his youth and believes he can now acquire certainty for 

his life. Perhaps he thinks he can even buy it. 

 

Certainly those around him at the time would take the view that he is a virtuous man and his riches 

are the reward of his spiritual virtue. Jesus knows all about him, strengths, weaknesses and worries 

and looks at him with love. But the words of Jesus hit home for this wealthy man as Jesus places a 

huge challenge for him. Suddenly he must turn away from thoughts about himself and his own 

salvation and think of the needs of others as he is exhorted to sell all his goods and give the money 

to the poor. Only then can he become a true disciple. 

 

The man is shocked and dismayed because he owns so many things He is one of Leonardo’s poor 

men! His possessions have not brought the fulfilment he longs for and knows is missing from his life 

and he turns to Jesus, a wise move, but is heart broken by the instructions given. He leaves grieving, 

disappointed and sad. 

 

This man has allowed a huge barrier to be formed to stop him getting closer to God. He does not yet 

understand the way of discipleship and the challenges of faithful Christian living. His priorities need 

to change. 
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So perhaps today we should ask ourselves what comes between us and our relationship with Jesus? 

What prevents us from following Him more fully? How can we better understand how to be kingdom 

builders with Jesus at the centre of our lives? 

 

As we ask ourselves these questions let us never forget that Jesus knows us and looks at us with love 

as we discern His priorities for our daily living. 

When we find ourselves drawing back from Gods kingdom priorities in this life let’s turn to Jesus and 

seek His help. For Jesus knows us and loves us in all our struggles and failed attempts. He picks us up 

and graciously strengthens us to continue in faith and love. 

 

Let’s also learn from this rich man, even though we may not always identify with wealth we in the 

Western world are incredibly wealthy in the worlds terms. Are we able to live faithfully with gospel 

values rather than prioritising our own personal gain? How do we best support those in need and 

share resources with generous hearts rather than seek great material comforts to keep to ourselves? 

 

It can be no easy task and Jesus knows our challenges and through His grace strengthened by the 

Holy Spirit we are enabled and empowered. Remember He was setting out to Jerusalem and to the 

place where He would face suffering, ridicule and death to bring salvation to us all. His cross and 

resurrection show just how much love God has for us. The new life and peace Christ brings to us 

freely challenges us to greater faithfulness. Living, loving, forgiving and sharing in a community of 

love where love of God and our neighbour is the priority. 

 

Now as this conversation between the rich man and Jesus takes place the disciples of Jesus are 

watching, waiting and hear every word. No wonder Peter steps forward perplexed and concerned, 

he almost asks if they will be alright. Peter reminds Jesus that the twelve have given up everything to 

follow Jesus, families, homes, possessions! 

 

We are so used to Peter putting his foot in it I almost expect Jesus to chastise him and put him 

down. But from His response I think we know that Jesus looks at Peter with love as he reassures him. 

No-one who has given up all these things will go unrewarded in this life or eternity. In fact the 

rewards are immeasurable! Not one person who trusts Jesus and follows Him will be cast away or 

separated from Him. 

 

The rich man as he turned away from Jesus took some painful steps into the future. We believe he is 

saddened and grieving as he is unable to act with generosity and love. He has recognised that he 

cannot buy or earn a place in heaven. But I sometimes wonder if this was all of his sadness. 
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Supposing that  he had decided to sell all his goods? Surely a man with so much would find the 

instructions to sell everything a huge and grief filled process? Whichever way is chosen the first few 

faltering steps are painful. 

 

So our gospel has told us today that discipleship is costly and sacrificial. Our journey following Jesus 

is cruciform. 

 

Discipleship is whole life, we cannot hold back anything from our life of faith. And finally following 

Jesus makes a difference in our community. For we have to make choices based on kingdom values, 

on the priorities of Jesus when we consider how to use our wealth. 

 

Whether you are thinking about money, or car, home or other possessions today we are challenged 

to stop awhile and ponder how these resources are best used as we witness to Christ’s love. 

 

Once we hear the call of Jesus and start out on the adventure of Christian living, forgiven, loved and 

free we can no longer be tied to the world’s values and priorities. It is no longer business as usual 

but rather a prayerful discernment about what God would have us do. 

 

From our first steps of faith through to our life with God for eternity let’s pray for His guidance as we 

are being daily renewed and transformed. May we trust Him and live out the Good News of the 

gospel with in our lives today, for Jesus tells us how much this matters. 

 

Let’s pray for wisdom in the choices we make as we respond to Gods generous love with generous 

hearts and lives. Then unlike the rich man we will not take faltering and grieving steps away from 

Jesus but are drawn ever closer into Him now and for eternity.  

 

 


