
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

‘Admitting responsibility’ 

Healing by the Pool of Bethesda – 26th May, 2019 
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Healing at the Pool of Bethesda   John 5:1-9 

Some of you may have seen some of the spoilt ballot papers found after the recent local and 

European elections; stuff like, ‘None of these, deliver Brexit’ and, ‘No suitable candidates’ - 

and some not quite so polite. 

For some reason it reminded me of a spoilt gift aid envelope we once found in the church 

collection bag.  A few years ago a PCC I was part of had decided to support a very worthy 

cause and donate the Sunday collection to it.  After the service an empty envelope was 

found in the bag, and written across it were the words, ‘Government responsibility.’ 

I think we laughed and cried in equal measure. 

Whoever had written the note had obviously acknowledged that there was a need, but he 

or she seemed to believe that they had no part to play, they were not responsible for other 

people's problems.  The thinking is that the blame for the problem doesn't lie with me and 

so neither does the responsibility to solve it. 

One of the points the Extinction Rebellion protesters have been trying to make (whether 

you agree with them or not) is that it just isn’t good enough for world leaders to say their 

hands are tied, it not that simple, without other countries on board it’s not worth us trying. 

And then, many years ago, along the side of a pool in Jerusalem, Jesus walked up to a man 

and instead of quizzing him about his past, instead of means testing him, instead of handing 

him a wheelchair and promoting self-help, he simply asked the man, “Do you want to get 

well?”  And then Jesus just told him to get up and walk away. 

In less than ten words, addressed to an individual who didn't even know who he was, Jesus 

turned everything upside down and issued one of his greatest challenges to us all - he made 

all suffering in the world his, and our, responsibility, no matter what the cause or what the 

effect. 

We don't know why the man in this miracle was crippled, it might have been his fault, 

somebody else’s or nobody’s – but Jesus didn't seem to care.  Jesus’s prayers for healing 

were usually pretty simple and straightforward, 'Your sins are forgiven, be healed, get up, 

come out.'  He was more interested in helping than attributing blame and responsibility. 

Jesus quietly did what had to be done and then walked away without being thanked, without 

even being identified - and so presumably, he was not sure how the man was going to 

respond to what God had done for him.  When Jesus cured the ten lepers, only one came 

back to thank him - but the other nine were still cured.  When he saved the woman caught 

in adultery, all he said to her was, 'Go, and sin no more.'  Her adultery was clearly more her 

responsibility than his!  Jesus just did what he could to help and then left her free to accept 

or reject his words. 

I was recently talking to someone whose neighbour had gone on holiday, leaving their front 

door wide open.  I said to him that I bet his neighbour was able to put the blame on his wife 
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for leaving the door open and he just looked at me and exclaimed, ‘How did you know?’  I 

just said it’s what (some) men do.  It’s easy to pass the buck when it comes to loving, giving, 

forgiving, showing compassion, accepting blame and so on – and then love becomes 

paralysed by structures, philosophies and egos. 

The bloke at the side of the Pool of Bethesda had been there for thirty-eight years - he was 

not an emergency case, he was going nowhere, and yet Jesus chose to heal on the Sabbath.  

The man didn't need to be healed on that particular day but Jesus needed to heal him on 

that day - not despite it being the Sabbath but because it was the Sabbath. 

There was a man in need, and the entire religious, political and legal framework of society 

shouted out loudly that it was not convenient, not right, and not acceptable, not justifiable 

to give any help.  The people of God had been fenced off from the love of God in a way that 

was never intended, and God sent his Son to tear down the barriers – and there are still 

more barriers to come down. 

In the book of Micah it asks, “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before 

the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will 

the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my 

firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has showed 

you what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God.” 

No shouting, no fierce arguments, no UN resolutions, just love, mercy, humility and justice - 

the basic ingredients of good news.  I think we can all manage that, taking responsibility for 

being instruments of love, joy and peace – as long as we continue to look for Jesus alongside 

us in all that we do. 


