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This week we will begin our journey through Lent, our readings today may provide a 

framework for our journey. We often look at things in one of two ways either through the 

lens of the material and physical or through the lens of faith. However, often our experience 

of Jesus does not sit well within the categories we use and we are left feeling somewhat 

confused and unsure of how to respond.  In Mark’s gospel, in the chapter immediately 

before today’s passage of our gospel reading, Peter has, according to the Gospel writer 

Mark, recently professed that Jesus is the Messiah , the one promised of old, the anointed 

one of God (Mark 8:29). Despite this in today’s reading Peter is portrayed as experiencing 

the presence of Jesus in a way that causes him deep confusion. Jesus has taken Peter along 

with two other disciples, James and John, physically up a mountain. What happens next on 

the top of the mountain is both frightening and confusing. Two figures appear who Peter 

recognises as figures central to the history and faith of the Jewish people, those of Moses 

and Elijah; Jesus is transformed before his eyes. But Peter cannot grasp what this means and 

tries to respond in the only way he knows, a response of physical activity with the 

suggestion of building shelters.  

 

As Peter struggles to respond to his experience, he tries to find the right words to use. In 

his struggle with the words and his desire to respond physically a voice from heaven breaks 

through the cloud which surrounds them and says “This is my Son, my beloved; listen to 

him.” (Mark 9:7) These words that echo the words heard at Jesus’ baptism “You are my 

Son, the beloved; with you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:11). Yet in these two phases the 

words are subtly different. The first words, spoken at the Jordan from Jesus baptism are 

from God for Jesus, words of love and affirmation. The second are on the mountain, are not 

simply affirmation of Jesus but also affirmation of Peter’s recent acknowledgement of Jesus 

“You are the Messiah”, and the voice also issues a simple command, a command to listen to 

Jesus. For Peter who has called Jesus Messiah, who has heard Jesus speak of the coming of 

the Kingdom of God and the suffering of the Son of Man, who has witnessed this revealing 

of Jesus’ glory cannot quite join the dots or make sense of this.  

 

In the crazy world of today that we live in with the constant barrage of sound, the command 

to listen to Jesus still comes to us.  Jesus as he comes down the mountain gives the three 
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another command, not to speak of what they have witnessed.  However, this instruction is 

set within a time frame that of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection. Listening until then 

would enable Peter and his two companions, James and John, to wait and make sense of 

what they have already seen of Jesus’ glory, of the breaking in of God’s kingdom, in the light 

of the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

How might this frame our own journey though Lent.  If we are to understand more clearly 

how God is in Jesus, if we are to become the people that we have been called to be, if we 

are then to tell of what God has done in Jesus, then we too need to know how to recognise 

the glory of God that is revealed in Jesus. We need to understand it through the pain and 

suffering of the journey to the cross. We listen afresh to Christ’s words on that journey as 

well as the words spoken by others who gave witness to the reality of and their experience 

of the resurrection of Jesus.    

 

There are many things that distract or prevent us from seeing the glory of God revealed in 

Jesus. Paul the apostle writing to the early church in Corinth was well aware of how difficult 

is was to see Jesus clearly. He was criticised for the very message that he proclaimed. Yet, 

for Paul his message was not about himself or about his own experience or about the 

Church, it was simply about Jesus, about the way the glory of God is revealed in Jesus. Paul 

wrote of God, “The God who shone in our hearts to give the light of the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus Christ.” 

 

This Lent let our Journey be shaped by Listening to Jesus, by a journey that follows His 

journey of suffering and death and resurrection and it the light of that journey my we see 

and recognise Jesus afresh that our lives may be shaped and we may be able to tell of the 

glory of Christ.  

Let us pray 

Holy God, 
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As we journey through Lent this year help us to listen afresh to Jesus. As we listen to him 

and journey through the pain and the suffering of the cross to the joy of the resurrection, 

shine your light in our hearts that we will recognise once again your glory revealed in Jesus. 

Enable us to become more fully the people you have made us to be so that we too may 

speak of your glory to be seen in the face of Jesus. 

Amen 

 


