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“We stopped him because he wasn’t in our group.”  

(Mark 9: 38 The Message, Eugene Peterson) 

The few verses from today’s reading from Mark’s gospel appear at first reading to be a fairly 

disjointed set of sayings about discipleship. It is worth noting that immediately before these 

verses there has been an argument between Jesus’ disciples about who was the most 

important. In response to this Jesus takes a child and speaks about welcoming the child.  

Jesus adds that anyone who welcomes him also welcomes the one who sent him. The 

framework given is about relationship with God and Jesus, the framework is one of 

welcome and servanthood. 

Today’s reading about what it means to belong to the followers of Jesus follows on from 

this. It becomes apparent very quickly that the disciples have not understood the challenge 

of Jesus about welcome and what it means to follow Jesus and be a servant of Jesus.  A 

challenge that we also need to hear as we reflect on how we relate to others who call 

themselves Christian but whose theology, focus and style of worship is different from our 

own. 

One of the stories told of the First World War is that of the ‘Christmas Truce’ of 1914. 

What started with the lighting of candles in the trenches grew to soldiers of opposing sides  

seeking each other out in No Man’s Land . Yet sadly this did not involve most of the troops 

and it was the last informal truce of the Great War.  

The question of to which group we belong to is still a live question in our world today and 

sadly we see the devastating consequences in the media on a daily basis, be it in Syria and 

the Middle East or on the Bangladesh/ Myanmar border. 

In a world where the focus on division and difference in the world is a reality it is also sadly 

to be found in the church. The fact that Mark weaves this collection of sayings together 

suggests it was a reality both amongst the followers of Jesus and also in the early church. 

So how does Jesus respond to his disciples concern that the person had acted on their own 

and abused the name of Jesus.  Well, Jesus says two things, firstly he tells the disciples not to 

stop the person, for to speak and act in the name of Jesus is evidence of a relationship with 

Jesus.  

Secondly, and of greater significance, is his challenge to the disciples not to make it too 

difficult for those with a simple childlike faith to follow him. He instructs them to have great 

care not to drive such people away; rather Jesus instructs them to be at peace with one 

another.  
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Father God, help us to walk with Jesus that we may be filled to overflowing with your 

hope, uncontainable joy and perfect peace as we learn to trust you, no matter our 

circumstances.  Like Jesus let us be vessels of blessing and peace to all those we meet. 

Amen 

Prayer taken from ‘100 Days of Peace and Hope’.  


