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If you visit Westminster Abbey, you will see above the west door a series of statues of 

twentieth century martyrs. They are men and women from different denominations across 

the five continents who faced oppression and persecution and death for their faith.  People 

such as Janani Luwum, the Anglican Archbishop of Uganda, or Oscar Romero the Roman 

Catholic Archbishop of El Salvador. Many of them are now recognised as Saints.  

 

We may think of saints as those who do something particularly spectacular and that we, in 

contrast, are simply ordinary Christians.  One of the statues gives us a different picture it is 

that of Manche Masemola  a young girl  just 16 from the Pedi tribe in South Africa, killed in 

1928 by her parents for forsaking the ancestral beliefs of her tribe for the Christian faith. In 

1975 her name was added to the calendar of the church of South Africa. 

 

So who are saints?  Literally they are the holy ones.  Many of the Pauls letters in the New 

Testament are written to “The Saints” or we might say the Christians in a particular place.  

They are saints or holy ones not essentially because of what they have done but because of 

Jesus. This is the message of vision found in Revelation chapter 7. A vision of a great crowd 

drawn from different nations who stand around Gods throne.  In the language of revelation 

they are those who have been washed in the blood of the lamb. Those who know and 

accept the saving love of God demonstrated in the death of Jesus. Those in the crowd are 

there because Jesus who died and rose again is ascended, he is revealed as the only one able 

to sit on Gods throne. 

 

Yet the crowd, there because of Jesus also have another characteristic, it is about their 

perseverance in the face of ordeal. Encountering the love of Jesus leads to a different way of 

living. In the first letter of John those who know themselves to be loved and adopted by 

God and are called to purify themselves, literally to work to make themselves holy. This is a 

way of living where knowing the love of God we are willing to work with God.  

 

This year Bishop Stephen visited each deanery to talk about every church a school for 

disciples.  In the pack given to each church there was a simple tool kit for each PCC. It 

contained a simple yet challenging question “how can your church enable people to live a 

distinctive lifestyle?” 

 

This is a key question for us to wrestle with. We can sometimes describe ourselves as 

ordinary people. We desire to be relevant. We do not want to not stick out as being 

different from colleagues at work or our friends. 
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In the passage from Matthews gospel Jesus describes a series of qualities, character traits of 

those who are disciples. These qualities or character traits are introduced with a word 

often translated as blessed but which could also be translated as ‘How Happy’ or ‘What 

wonderful news’ or ‘how fortunate are’. 

 

Jesus is not talking about a reduction of life or having to add something onto our lives. 

Rather he is speaking of character traits, qualities that develop in our lives as we allow Gods 

overflowing love and generosity to permeate our lives. These qualities are not shaped by 

good luck or having a good day but are rather inner qualities of character.   

 

Overtime I have known different families with fostered children and adopted children. 

Sometimes children in these situations because of past experience find real difficulty in 

accepting they are loved or knowing this love is unconditional.  We also have to learn to live 

as Gods children, knowing ourselves loved, accepting and discovering the sheer generosity 

of the love of God. As we learn to live in that love as Gods adopted children we find a joy in 

living that is a gift. We know ourselves as those who are counted as fortunate not because 

of material possession or success and achievements but because we are loved and sustained 

by God himself. 

 

As we live in this way our lives are somehow made distinctive, shaped by God himself. 

 

Amen  

 

 


