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Sermon  

Luke 13:1-9 Reacting in a time of crisis 

3rd in Lent – 24 March 2019 

 

In the gospel reading from Luke 13 Jesus is told about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifice. He asked them, “Do you think that because 

these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other 

Galileans?  No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. In the 

face of crisis and tragedy he calls on those listening to search and examine their 

lives and hearts. Repent he says. Which is pertinent as we enter the third week of 

Lent. 

 

But there is another thing, barely noticeable in the commentaries, that Jesus is doing 

here. He is speaking in to what was a live political issue. The unspeakably brutal 

actions of a leader of the occupying Romans. Yes, he spoke from a kingdom 

perspective. But he did not avoid a live political issue. I say this because while many 

feel priests shouldn’t speak about political issues, our spiritual lives don’t sit outside 

the reality of our day to day lives, and we can’t ignore what is happening around us. 

 

By the time you hear this, the 24th March, it will be the week Britain is due to leave 

the European Union. Now of course what is happening is different in nature and 

context to Galileans murdered by Pontius Pilate in the first century. But, and it 

doesn’t matter where you stand on Brexit, or which Donald’s politics you prefer -

Trump or Tusk, there is no denying that as a nation we face a crisis. Indeed, you 

could be sick to the back teeth of everything and think the only Donald whose views 

are worth anything is Donald Duck. It doesn’t change the reality that we stand in a 
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deeply bitterly divided quagmire.  Today most of the newspaper headlines speak of 

meltdown and chaos reigning. 

 

Now that the frailties of our man-made systems have been exposed, our strategies 

have failed and our carefully constructed political structures appear to be collapsing 

around us like the tower of Siloam how do we, the body of Christ respond? There 

has been much talk about the common good. The problem is we can’t agree what 

the common good is. There are disparate and diametrically opposed views on what 

is good for Britain. I quite suspect that Britannia herself is in despair. If she’s thinking 

of any water it’s not waves, but a creek. She has probably taken off her helmet, put 

aside her trident, and is looking desperately for a paddle. 

 

We can’t sit back and let things happen, just watch in horror or throw our hands up in 

despair. In response to news of crisis and tragedy Jesus calls us to search and 

examine our hearts and lives. Repent he says. What can we do? 

 

We are Anglican. The ability to live with difference is nothing new. We disagree on 

everything from candles to female priests.  I have heard discourse between brethren 

from different church traditions that make Anna Soubry and Jacob Rees -Mogg 

appear to be best friends.  But no matter which end of spectrum - and it is a wide 

spectrum - of Anglicanism we inhabit, we share one common overarching thing. A 

belief in Christ as Lord and Saviour. And no matter how imperfect and strained our 

arrangements, we remain the Church of England. Maybe we can take from that a 

hope that no matter how stark the differences or how bitter the divisions they don’t 

have to destroy our country. 

 

More importantly, we should have the ability to imagine things differently and the 

courage not just to sit back and let things happen to us. Our second reading Isaiah 

55: 1-9 contains two very familiar verses. At the beginning God issues an invitation,  

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, 

come, buy and eat!” 

and in v 8- 9 where declares  

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways. As the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
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 and my thoughts than your thoughts” 

 

Nestled between these verses is a verse which hints at what we should do. Verse 4 

says “See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander of 

the peoples.” 

As I read this I wondered whether, in this situation where it seems no one quite 

knows what to do, we too are called to be witnesses and leaders. I’m not for one 

moment suggesting we have to be overtly political. But there is a different arena in 

which we can address issues. We should be leaders who bridge the opposing sides. 

Leaders who bring a fresh kingdom-based perspective, a perspective in which hate, 

entrenched positions and violence have no place. We should be leaders who speak 

of freedom and justice. Not freedom and justice for a privileged few, but the freedom 

and justice that Christ advocates, which is for all. For as Bonhoeffer said we are not 

simply to bandage the wounds of victims beneath the wheels of injustice, we are to 

drive a spoke in to the wheel itself. 

 

And the practical out working of this? In the first instance prayer. Verse 6 of the 

Isaiah passage says, Seek the Lord. And we seek him in prayer. Not scratch-the-

surface, cursory prayers. My newsletter has rather weakly been saying for the past 

several months that we should pray for wisdom and restraint for our leaders in these 

uncertain times. That is clearly not enough. We should not pray self-centred, self-

preserving prayers either. If you don’t know where to start may I recommend the 

litany in the Prayer Book. Yes, even if you would not normally go there. Because if 

ever there was a time to be praying about sedition, privy conspiracy, and rebellion, 

schism and hardness of heart it is now.  

 

If you are braver and can bear to dip in to the corrosive views expressed in online 

commentaries, you can perhaps get a deeper understanding of how people feel and 

pray for them. It may be that we ourselves are participating as enthusiastically as 

everyone else in acting in a way that does not pursue peace. Or we may be standing 

indifferently by. Jesus calls us to search and examine our hearts. And to repent. 

Could we be telling a different story, looking to shape and change things by the way 

we speak act and listen, and by our commitment to seeking God and trusting him to 

intervene?  
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Whatever changes we will face after the 29th March, we should not fear. In Psalm 75 

the Lord says, “When the earth quakes and its people live in turmoil I am the one 

who keeps it’s foundations firm.” But change will happen. What sort of change it will 

be is up to us. 2 Chronicles 7:14. “...if my people who are called by my name humble 

themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 

from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”  

Do we have the courage and conviction to stand as witnesses and leaders and 

speak this? 

 

A Eleyae, St Gabriel’s Walthamstow.  

 

 

 

 


