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Acts 2: 1-21  

A nice thing about birthdays is that they give us an opportunity to get acquainted again with the 

person celebrating the birthday.  

Pentecost Sunday is the birthday of the church. So today, I’d like to invite you to join me in reviving 

our appreciation for the Church. You may know that this Sunday is also called ‘Whitsunday’.  A 

tradition of some churches in ancient times was to baptize adult converts on the Pentecost 

Sunday.  The baptism candidates would wear white robes on that day, so Pentecost was often called 

"Whitsunday" or "White Sunday" after these white baptismal garments.   

As we read through the second chapter of Acts, which was our first reading today, we notice some 

features in the story  that help us renew our appreciation for the church. These characteristics are 

related to the Holy Spirit too. You cannot separate the work of the Holy Spirit from the work and 

nature of the church.  

 
First of all, there is unity. The Spirit of God brings unity at Pentecost. There were people from 

different cultures and linguistic background; many of them could not tolerate each other. The power 

of God broke all those barriers. But what we might forget is the fact that the Spirit creates this 

united community through a subversive act. The spirit upsets the existing unity! 

 

The story suggests that there was some sense of unity before the Spirit acted. The disciples were 

together at the beginning of the story, apparently in quite an orderly fashion but towards the end of 

the story there is confusion! We must also notice that those who witnessed the event inevitably had 

some sort of common language because they were able to communicate with each other (Acts 2:12). 

The empire and conquest had already brought some unity, giving a common language. Pentecost 

subverted this unity which already existed and brought about a new kind of unity that respected 

diversity and differences. 

 

 In order to bring about true unity and real peace what currently appears to be unity and peace will 

have to be subverted. In a world of injustice and inequalities, the status quo in most cases offers 

peace to the privileged ones only and what is considered to be peace is peripheral and superficial. It 

is only the subversive power of the Spirit of God that can equip us to be true, honest and fair.  
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Secondly, there is inclusivity. The Spirit of God has no regards for the privileged and the noble ones. 

Peter’s message is clear: Holy Spirit’s work is not restricted to the privileged and holy ones; rather 

the Spirit is poured “upon all flesh”.  Holy Spirit’s working sphere includes sons as well as daughters, 

young as well as old, and male and female slaves. The marginalized and the oppressed are equal 

partners with the privileged and the rulers. This open and free work of the Spirit subverts the status 

quo.  

 

Having unity with like-minded people is an easy task. But being one with those who disagree with us 

needs work of the Spirit.  

 

One of the saddest things in the church today is intolerance and unwillingness to accommodate 

others who do not practice their spirituality in the same way we do. One of my friends, who himself 

is an atheist, told me once, “I cannot understand the spirituality you Christians practise; it seems 

that the more spiritual you are, the more snobbish and judgemental are you. What kind of Spirit is at 

work among you?”  I could only tell him “I wish that Spirit is not at work in me!” On this day of 

Pentecost we need to ask ourselves, which Spirit is at work in us? If it is the Spirit of God, that must 

make us humble, non-judgemental, open and inclusive as individuals and as communities. 

 

Thirdly, there is communication. People who gathered there in Jerusalem spoke different languages. 

Pentecost did not make the listeners who came from various countries to understand the language 

of the disciples (which was Hebrew). In other words, the outsiders were not made to conform to the 

insiders. That is how we operate! We expect outsiders to come into our church and conform to our 

standards and speak our language.  

 

But here “Each one heard them speaking in the native language of each” (Acts 2:6). This is a 

subversive move. Jews in Judea (inclusive of the disciples of Jesus) thought Hebrew was God’s 

language. God would speak only in this holy language. But Pentecost upsets their narrow linguistic 

and national perception.   God speaks in all languages. And God speaks to all people.  

 

If we want one gift on this Pentecost, let us go for the gift of speaking in other people’s languages. I 

am not talking about learning new foreign languages; I am talking about the languages that we hear 

every day: the language of the youth, the language of the irreligious, the language of a social activist, 

the language of our growing children, the language of the old, the weak and the sick. We are called 

to speak the language of the people.  
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So this feast of Pentecost invites us to revive our appreciation for the church as a united, inclusive 

and witnessing community. It is also a challenge for us to grow in our appetite to listen to the Spirit 

of God. The Spirit of God is no stranger to us. It is God living in us, among us and around us. Can we 

pay attention to God in our day to day lives, in our ordinary and normal circumstances? 

 

 


