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It’s easy to get the wrong impression of other people, especially on first meeting.  When you get to 
know them better, people don’t always turn out to be who you thought they were! 
And it’s easy to get the wrong impression of Jesus - even for Christians! 
 
Getting the right impression is at the heart of our NT readings.  The disciples got the wrong impression 
of Jesus’ attitude to children in the famous passage in our Gospel. He is indignant with them when 
they try to send the little ones away and speaks of children as signs of true discipleship.  
 
But it is the first chapter of Hebrews, our Epistle that gives us the fullest impression of Jesus. He is the 
reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being ... v.3 
 
We don’t know who wrote Hebrews, but we do know the letter was written for Jewish Christians who 
were going backwards in faith, probably under persecution: to remind them that Jesus was their 
Messiah, the one long promised. 
 
See the progression in the first few verses: 
1: God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2: but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he also created 
the worlds. 3: He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being ...  
 
Take a coin out of your pocket or purse if you have one. Whose image is on the front? 
Of course it is our Queen, Elizabeth II. That coin has been stamped - impressed with her image.  That 
is also how coins were made in Jesus day, impressed with the image of the Emperor Caesar. And in 
the Greek of the New Testament the same word also means “character”, our impression of a person. 
 
So right at the start of the letter to the Hebrews the writer is concerned to identify Jesus, saying 
absolutely clearly that the Jewish Jesus whom they worship as Messiah is the Son of God - by character 
the exact image of his Father. “Like Father like Son.” That is his identity as Jewish Messiah.  He is God 
himself. It is that Jesus whom we identify and worship afresh today. 
 
But there is more: the writer is also concerned to identify Jesus total humanity, which a careful reading 
of chapter 2 verses 5-9 reveals.  God has made him for a little while a lower than the angels to suffer 
and die as human being, so that he might taste death for everyone! 
 
In Jesus God becomes human, flesh & blood ...  He knows what it is like to be under our skin, to be as 
we are. Whatever you feel like at present: good, bad , joyful, fearful, happy, depressed, in need, sick, 
bereaved, in the fear of death... in Jesus God the Father knows what it is like to be you... 
 
A few years ago I was in Bethlehem, the place of Jesus birth. To get in and out of Bethlehem today 
from Jerusalem you have to pass through the massive partition wall and the Israeli Army checkpoint.  
As in Jesus day, there is a sense in which Bethlehem is an occupied town.  I was leading a pilgrimage 
and we had a bus with 45 pilgrims on board. We got into Bethlehem easily enough but on the way 
back through the wall, for some reason of which I am not clear, the Israeli soldiers made us all get off 
the bus and walk through the security grids, which are like cattle grids, with armed soldiers on parapets 
patrolling above you. It is what the people of Bethlehem have to face twice every day when they try 
to get to and from their workplaces in Jerusalem, only a few miles up the road. It is a fearful experience 
and after it we all knew exactly what it is like for them.... 
 
God knows what it’s like to be you.  He knows how you tick, what you feel like, what you need today.  
That also is the down to earth God we worship in Jesus Christ.  
 



Page 3 of 3 
 

A few minutes ago you had a coin in your hands but in a few minutes time you will have a piece of 
bread in your hands, the Body of Christ.  In Holy Communion Jesus is God in our hands!  
 
As we celebrate our faith in this Holy Communion let us recognise that God is not meant to be found 
way up there, nor somewhere out there, nor somewhere in this church building. 
 
This service of Eucharist sums it all up really. In a moment we will hold up our hands to receive the 
Body of Christ. We have God in our hands! We have God in our hands today, every day. What will we 
do with him? 
 
As we in turn put our lives in his hands yet again, we receive his challenge:  will we live up to the 
image?  Will we be Christ to others and give them his impression. 
 
At the very beginning in Genesis, we are told that we are made in image of God. This bread, this wine, 
our spiritual food is to make us more like Jesus.  Like Father like sons and daughters. 
 
What impression do we give to others? 
 


