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I wonder if you have heard of Andy Park, an electrician from Melksham in Wiltshire? He 

styles himself “Mr Christmas” having claimed to have celebrated Christmas Day every day 

since July 1993. Apart from a short break in 2015, he is supposed to have eaten Christmas 

dinner every day, had mince pies and watched a recording of the Queen! Unbelievable! 

 

But I want to suggest that he might be on to something. Maybe it would be good if we 

Christians celebrated Christmas every day? 

 

Of course, at a human level we think that Christmas is over. Twelfth night was nearly a 

month ago, the trees and decorations are either at the tip or back in the loft. And with the 

passing of Candlemas last week, even the crib and magi have been packed away for another 

year. I know a few keen people will have been out in the January sales buying Christmas 

cards, presents and wrapping paper for next Christmas, but for most of us it’s over.  

 

So it may come as a surprise that today’s Gospel reading is the start of John Chapter 1? It 

will have featured prominently at our carol and Christmas services. So why does it appear 

again so quickly in our lectionaries? 

 

Maybe, hearing the nativity gospel again reminds us that since the birth of Jesus, everyday is 

Christmas Day. Jesus is with us always – after all, that is what Emmanuel means!  

 

Maybe today – in this pause between seasons in the Christian year – is a good time to 

reflect on what the presence of Jesus could mean. 

 

John records that Jesus is the bringer of light and life; of grace and truth. His presence is not 

to catch us out; not to betray us; not to take us down a peg or two. No. Jesus is with us to 

so that we might have the fullest life possible (as he affirms later in John 10.10 in those 

famous words “I came that they [we] may have life, and have it abundantly”). 
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And so the invitation today is not to reflect on our failings or regrets but to wonder how 

we might life live to the full. What would it mean to make the most of our opportunities? 

What would it mean to live life in full light, rather than in semi-darkness? What would it 

mean if we truly knew the grace and truth of God that is revealed in Jesus? 

 

These questions come to us in different words in today’s epistle reading from Colossians. 

These verses are perhaps St Paul’s equivalent of John’s prologue. He too traces Jesus history 

from the beginning of time and in the most sublime, poetic language makes it clear that Jesus 

is preeminent in everything. He has no peers; no one in human history can get even close to 

him. He is the true image of God; the firstborn; he is before everything else and he holds 

everything together; he is the head, the source and the origin of everything. 

 

In their own ways, both St John and St Paul affirm that Jesus is both central to everything 

and supreme over everything.  

 

In his ‘Paul for Everyone’ commentary on Colossians, Tom Wright points to three particular 

aspects about Jesus that are affirmed in these verses: First, ‘it’s by looking at Jesus that we 

discover who God is’. Second, ‘Jesus hold together the old world and the new, creation and 

new creation’. And third, ‘Jesus is therefore the blueprint for the genuine humanness that is 

on offer through the gospel’. 

 

So what does this mean for us today? First, it means that no matter how God has revealed 

himself to us in the past – whether through creation - particular holy people or places, Jesus 

now brings us the final and full revelation. Jesus is God’s supreme word and image for us. 
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Second, it means that we can find this fullness of life in the everyday reality of our own 

circumstances. It might be easy to think that true happiness can only be found by escaping 

from the natural world and all its failings. But no, Jesus is creator of all and the one that 

holds everything together. We are designed to live and thrive in this fragile world where 

there is disaster, disease and disappointment. We can’t escape the realities of this world but 

we can have an entirely different perspective as we invite the creator himself to live and 

journey with us. 

 

And so, I want to say that living life to the full as a human being is only possible as we allow 

Jesus to take first place. This is a paradox, we will naturally assume that fullness of life comes 

when we have complete self-control and personal power – but the reality is that always fails. 

It is never long before we discover that self-made heroes have feet of clay. True fulfilment 

comes with putting Jesus first and central – only then does everything else falls into place.  

 

So, let’s celebrate Christmas every day – not with turkey and mince pies, but with 

welcoming the presence of Jesus and putting him first! 

 

In the words of the famous carol: 

O holy Child of Bethlehem 

Descend to us, we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 

Be born to us today 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell 

O come to us, abide with us 

Our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

Amen. 


