
Notes on the Lectionary Readings 

10th Sunday after Trinity 

The readings today continue the theme of reconciling work of God. God reconciles a fractured 

humanity. The Old Testament passage starts with the relationships within a family but then the 

Epistle and the Gospel apply the theme to a wider context to include gender, ethnic, racial and 

social divisions. 

The text from Gen 45 is part of the climax of the cycled of Joseph stories. Joseph is reconciled 

to his brothers, to those who attempted to do him harm.  Joseph acknowledges God’s hand in 

the events of his life.  God used even the evil actions of Joseph’s brothers for his blessing and in 

turn for theirs. It is as difficult for modern people as it was for ancient people to believe that 

God is at work even in the dark and destructive moments of life. One of the great obstacles to 

faith is that it is simply not possible to identify grace or redemption in so many human 

experiences. Joseph’s story is an invitation to hold on to God even when we cannot see him 

present in our context. God’s grace can transform a curse in to a blessing. 

Psalm 133 is a brief but exuberant song to the spirit of unity and fellowship – results of God’s 

reconciling work – that should exist among the members of the family of God. Community 

harmony is like precious oil, like mountain dew. It is a blessing from none other than God. The 

two images of oild and dew reinforce each other, and together present a picture of extravagant 

well-being – that is what harmony is like! Such an equation of shared community with life is a 

warning against religious individualism, which imagines one can have gospel blessings all alone, 

and against a religious community that may be serious about faith but is contentious and 

fractious, thereby contradicting its very reason for being. 

Paul in Roman 11 feels the irony of the rejection of God’s Messiah by God’s chosen people. But 

he points out that one of the results of human disobedience is outpouring of the mercy of God. 

Much of Rom 11 involves Paul trying to make sense of the place of the chosen people in God’s 

economy. Paul theologizes Israel’s hardening of heart as something needed for the sake of 

Gentile mission. Yet he looks forward to redemption for all, including those who have now 

rejected God. God is not rejecting his people. In fact, Paul uses daring language which affirms 

that “all” are the recipients of God’s mercy. 

This mercy that Paul talks about is surely illustrated by the story of Jesus and the Canaanite 

woman in Matt. 15. It will help if we recognize at the outset that this is a story told from a 

Jewish point of view and it will take an imaginative leap to appreciate its original impact. The 

episode in vs.21-18 builds on the previous episode (vs. 10-20) where Jesus teaches about what 

defiles a person – not what goes in but what comes out from our inner being. In that context 

Jesus says all food is clean. In the second episode he establishes that all people are clean. The 

writer also focuses on the woman’s persistence and lack of pretence. In one sense, she 

ministers to Jesus – she actually facilitates his movement across ethnic borders!  There is also a 

remarkable contrast between the profound understanding of the Canaanite woman and the 

failure to understand on the part of the crowds, the disciples and Peter.  


