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The feast of Michael and all Angels: what kind of pictures does that bring to your mind? girls in angel 

costumes – ah, how sweet! Precious memories of singing along karaoke-style to Robbie Williams 

song Angels? The cute chubby infants found on gravestones and inscriptions? Or something bigger, 

stronger and rather more frightening? Maybe… 

Maybe not. Perhaps when you found that today there was a celebration of Michael and all the 

angels you thought it was a time to keep quiet and not say what you really thought – yet another bit 

of superstition that should have been discarded. Who could believe in angels? 

I smile because I remember another sceptic – a long time ago and in another diocese far way when I 

was going to be commissioned as a lay worker. It was to be a midweek evening service and the 

Rector I was going to work with told me the Bishop had asked him how many people he thought 

would turn up – a dark evening and hardly a special service. Perhaps the subtext was – would it be 

worth his presence? The Rector said there would be angels, archangels and all the company of 

heaven there on that evening. I think the Bishop was put in his place. Of course that's what the 

words of that service affirmed, as each communion service does: we are worshipping with angels, 

archangels and all the company of heaven.  

So at the end of a service, when I’m filling in the service book, it asks how many people were 

present. That's always a difficult one for me because I think first of the people that I've counted and 

seen in church and then I think of the people who weren't there because they weren't very well or 

perhaps they were on holiday and they asked us to remember them. And then I think  of the people 

who have been in our minds because they asked us to pray for them: our church is open during 

daylight hours during the week and many people leave their prayer requests. And then I think of the 

people who are in our hearts: those who are not in their usual seats because their bodies are now in 

the churchyard and when I think of them I remember the communion of the saints and then the 

angels, the archangels and all the company heaven who are quite clearly there in church, as they are 

in your church today. How to record how many people are present at each service of worship? Why 

be limited by what we can see?   

Francis Thompson, the poet, wrote of the presence of the kingdom of heaven close to us. Of angels 

he said: 

The Angels keep their ancient places 

Turn but a stone and start a wing, 

Tis ye, tis your estranged faces 

That miss the many splendored thing. 

 The angels are there just as much as they ever were, her poem suggests, but sometimes we just 

don't see them.  It's our vision that is clouded, not the fact that they've left our company. In the 

Gospel story, the story of Jesus meeting Nathaniel, Nathaniel is amazed at Jesus’ knowledge of him.  

Jesus says you're going to see so much more.  Jesus is going to open up heaven for that man. Will he 

be able to bear it, we wonder, will the light blind him if Jesus shows him the full splendour of the 

angels the archangels and all the company of heaven? Angels are not always going to be like little 

girls in costume indeed the witness of the Bible is that the angels, especially those in the kind of 

Premier League of angels, Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are truly frightening. They come to earth at 
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big moments when something tremendous is happening. Gabriel is the Herald of Jesus birth,  

Michael is a fighter when there is war in heaven. When angles appear, in biblical stories, people fall 

to their knees. Angels are big  and angels are scary. Angels come at momentous times in the story of 

Salvation and yet there are also faithful believers around the world who speak of angels defending 

them, protecting and healing them, bring them God’s message. They see something of what God is 

doing in the world, the behind the scenes work, as it were, not shown to everyone. 

So I think that on this day of the feast of Michael and all the Angels the message I take is that I need 

to be humble. There are things going on, perhaps, that I don't see the whole time. My own lack of 

faith may be the reason, sometimes, for a lack of awareness of the heavenly host. It might be that 

God is protecting each one of us from seeing the whole picture because we would just be blinded by 

the light, unable to absorb so much glory. The point is, we just don't know it all and that's quite a 

good thing to realise. Just be glad: the angels are there in your church this morning; they're 

worshipping with you, helping you worship God and revealing God to you.  


