
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

‘Too easy or too hard?’ 

Healing from leprosy – 13th October, 2019 
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Trinity 17 2 Kings 5.1-3, 7-15c, Luke 17.11-19 

St Luke wrote a gospel to be good news for the excluded, for people who didn’t count.  He 

raised the profile of women, he included the story of the Good Samaritan (where the 

despised foreigner turns out to be the hero), he showed how Jesus touched the lepers and 

reached people who, by definition, were considered outsiders.  All these things are Luke's 

way of showing Jesus as the great ‘includer’. 

Boundaries help us mark out territory, they help us to see who's in and who’s out - and we 

use them all the time.  My name is Robin King, which means that I belong to the King family, 

and if your name's not King, you might not belong.  I live in Essex, and if you live in Suffolk 

you’re not far away but you live outside that boundary.  These are relatively trivial 

boundaries that don’t mark anything sinister or unfriendly but not all boundaries are like 

that. 

The gospel reading today is a story from the life of Jesus where he seeks to include the 

excluded, he goes over to talk to the untouchables, the lepers.  He has time for them, and 

he has love and healing for them.  When Jesus said to the one who returned, a foreigner, 

“Your faith has made you well,” the root meaning of the word for healing or being made 

well is, ‘to make room,’ or, ‘to give space.’  It’s as though Jesus said that his faith meant that 

the kingdom of God could grow a bit to make room for one more, to include him. 

As soon as someone was diagnosed with leprosy they packed their bags and left town.  

Society had no room for such as these, and so imagine the impact of Jesus walking over and 

laying hands on you - and then imagine the joy and relief of being cured, having the way back 

home opened for you.  Nine of the lepers went home, but one of them saw another door 

opening and recognised who had opened it for him. 

All of us have experienced exclusion - and none of us enjoyed the experience.  Today we 

have a cure for leprosy but we still exclude people for other reasons.  The good news we 

have to proclaim is that the love and grace of God reaches out to include everyone. 

One of the facts of human nature that becomes ever more apparent to me is low self-

esteem.  I meet a few people who perhaps have too much confidence but usually people 

think much lower of themselves than they ought.  ‘I couldn’t do that,’ ‘God doesn’t really 

love me,’ ‘I’m not as holy as everyone else,’ ‘Nobody would listen to me,’ ‘I’ve been made 

redundant.’ 

And yet you are loved, adored and valued by God.  God thinks so highly of you that he sent 

Jesus to show you that there is space in heaven for you, “In my Father’s house there are 

many dwelling-places.”  We have lots to tell a world where people are feeling increasingly 

excluded, marginalised, unwelcome, thrown on the scrap heap. 

The Old Testament story of Naaman is a wonderful story of inclusion but it also shows why 

there are times when we don’t model this inclusive life.  Two brief suggestions… 
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The first is that being so including is too hard a thing for us - and the second is that it’s too 

easy a thing for us. 

The king of Israel received a letter from his former enemy asking him to sort out Naaman, 

but, “As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, ‘Am I God? 

Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of 

his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!’” 

The king immediately assumed someone wanted to exclude him.  He thought the task was 

so hard that he was being set up.  But he really answered his own fears when he asked, “Am 

I God?”  The implication of the question was that he knew he wasn’t God but that he’d 

need to be if he was to deliver.  What he should have said was, ‘I can’t do this but God can - 

so there is hope.’  He needed his view of what God could do to include bringing Naaman 

back from being cast out - and we all need to share that vision.  The job is too hard for us, 

but whenever people in the Bible put that to God the usual reply was a simple, ‘Nothing is 

impossible for God.’ 

But at the same time as it being too hard, it’s also too easy - and that can be quite scary. 

“Elisha sent a messenger to say to Naaman, ‘Wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and 

your flesh will be restored.’ But Naaman went away angry and said, ‘I thought that he would 

surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand 

over the spot and cure me. Are not the rivers of Damascus better than any of the waters of 

Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be cleansed?’ So he turned and went off in a rage.” 

Naaman was disappointed by how easy the whole thing was going to be, and when things 

are easy there are no excuses – which can make them a bit scary.  Mark Twain commented 

that people think the difficult passages in the Bible are the ones that are hard to understand 

whereas he thinks the difficult passages are the ones he finds all too easy to understand.  ‘Be 

perfect, love your enemy, feed the poor, pray often, forgive, live at peace, do not hate, go 

and make disciples - make room for everyone.’  There’s nothing complicated in that, but it’s 

a terrifying list.  In Jesus’ day the authorities were so terrified by it that they tried to 

complicate the simple to avoid doing it. 

There’s no good news if we run away from what God can do in and through us.  If we could 

demonstrate the wonderful power of the including nature of Christ I am sure the world 

could approach the sort of peace we all crave.  With God’s help, it can be done. 

 


