
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

[Ezekiel 18.1-4, 25-end, Psalm 25.1-8, Philippians 2.1-13,  

Matthew 21.23-32] 

Trinity 16 – 1st October 2017 
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Ezekiel 18.1-4, 25-32 may refer to Ezekiel being in exile in Babylon between 597 BC, when 

the first exile took place, and 587 BC when the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and the 

temple. The proverb at the beginning of the passage, to which God takes exception, implies 

that the suffering of the exiles is a consequence of their parents’ behaviour back home; 

making them innocent sufferers. So is God punishing them unjustly? The prophet proclaims 

that God’s ways are not unfair. If they are suffering it is the fruits of their unrighteousness, 

and only if people recognise their own wickedness and repent, can they live; and it is God’s 

desire that they live. “I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, 

then, and live” 

 

Psalm 25.1-8 is apt, in the light of Ezekiel’s prophecy. It is a prayer of trust to God, 

recognising the sins of the psalmist, praying for guidance and praising God for his 

compassion and love 

 

Philippians 2.1-13 has to be the best known of today’s readings. It is read on Palm Sunday 

(the day in which today’s gospel is set), on Holy Cross day, and, again today. At its heart is 

an early Christian hymn – maybe even predating Paul’s use of it. This could, indeed, be the 

oldest summary statement of the Christian faith. In it, Jesus is seen as succeeding where 

Adam failed (an idea which Paul also uses in Romans 5 and 1 Corinthians 15). Jesus’ place is, 

therefore, by God’s side as his co-regent. And all this came about through the humiliation of 

death on a cross. 

 

Matthew 21.23-32 tells the brief parable of the two sons as an illustration of how far the 

religious authorities are from God. They challenged Jesus’ authority in the temple, just as 

they had challenged John’s authority by the Jordan. The parable is not, however, a 

condemnation of the religious authorities of Jesus’ day, but a warning. Here, as Matthew’s 

gospel builds to its climax, we are taken back to the beginning when both John the Baptist 

and Jesus called for repentance. Repent, said Jesus, for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near (Matthew 4.17). 


