
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Increase our Faith! 

Lam 1.1-16 

Ps 137 

2 Tim 1.1-14 

Luke 17.5-10 

Trinity 16 Sunday 2nd October 2022 

Rob Merchant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 3 
 

Prayer: May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, 

O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen 

 

The destruction of a people, a song about the bitterness of exile and violent intent, a letter 

written by one suffering imprisonment, and disciples so astounded, so challenged by the 

series of parables and teachings they had just witnessed that their only response was a plea 

- “Increase our faith!” 

“Increase our faith!” it seems ridiculous, a fantasy, as though an increase in faith could turn 

a people back to their God, could calm the violent heart, could sustain the prisoner, could 

give hope to a group of disciples…. but such is the kingdom of God that faith as small as the 

tiny mustard seed can uproot a tree, can move a mountain, can transform the world…. 

But what is faith? What is so powerful that the tiniest quantity can transform what is seen 

and unseen? The writer to the Hebrews would answer, “Faith is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” For the imprisoned Paul, faith was to choose 

to trust the one in whom he had placed all trust. For the broken-hearted held in exile, faith 

was to trust in the God who had rescued their ancestors from Egypt. For the disciples who 

had not yet known the bitterness of crucifixion and the beauty of resurrection, faith was 

simply to do as they had been told - heal the sick, feed the hungry, cloth the naked, visit the 

prisoner, love the Lord your God and love your neighbour.    

It is all too easy in our life of following the way of Jesus to leave ‘faith’ to the other, to 

someone else who has ‘more’ faith… who is a more fervent, better Christian. But the reality 

is that there is no ‘better’ Christian for we have all fallen short of the glory of God, there is 

no one more ‘fervent’ for God seeks the fruit of lives not the noise of our mouths. Jesus’s 

response to the disciples exclamation “Increase our faith!” was to ask a question and give 

the answer - faith is to simply to do what is expected. 

It sounds easy, ‘simply do what is expected’…. but what is expected? What does it mean to 

live a life of faithfulness, faithfilledness, faith in the one in whom we place all faith? If we 

were to work our way backwards in our gospel reading to the start of Luke chapter 15 

where this series of interactions has its beginnings, then faith means forgiving others, acting 

with integrity, and rejoicing in what was lost being found, even if you give up everything else 

to find that which was lost! It turns out doing ‘what is expected’ in the economy of God is 

completely counter to what the economy of our world expects. The economy of God is rich 

in forgiveness, love, self-sacrifice, joy, persistence, and most of all hope - a hope that will 

endure the most bitter lament.  

Luke, our gospel writer, doesn’t mince his words. In a society in which slavery was not only 

prevalent but extensive, he records Jesus as saying to his disciples, “…when you have done 

all that you were ordered to do, say ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we 
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ought to have done!’ - Faith isn’t flashy, it isn’t about fame or influence or control. Faith is 

not a “look at me!” moment, it is a “look at Jesus” moment. Faith does not draw attention 

to ourselves but glorifies our Father in heaven. Faith is to simply do as we have been told - 

no more, no less. It is to do what we ought to have done.  

I’ve always loved the rhythm and language of the Book of Common Prayer, the Confession 

for Morning and Evening prayer reminds us of our state of heart and mind, “Almighty and 

most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, We have 

followed to much the devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against thy 

holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, And we have 

done those things which we ought not to have done, And there is no health in us….” 

Perhaps we need to pause and notice that which we ‘ought to have done’, that which 

should be our daily life, unflashy, straight forward, - to love the Lord our God with all our 

heart, soul, strength, and mind - and to love our neighbours as ourselves. Perhaps we need 

to be reminded like Timothy, that we are to rekindle the gift of God that is within us, for 

God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of 

self-discipline, so that in living out our lives full of faith we live out that which is expected of 

us and do what we ought to have done. 

 

Lord, increase our faith that we might do what we ought - for gospel of Jesus Christ is life in 

all its fullness, it is good news for the poor, freedom for the captive, healing for the sick, 

food for the hungry, joy for those who weep, and hope for the world. 

 

Amen.  

 

 


