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Today’s Gospel Reading focusses on Jesus sending out his disciples. It reminds us that we 
have each been called by Jesus and sent out to minister in his name. Our Collect or set 
prayer for today is a prayer for all who have been so called and sent out: 
  
Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 
   is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth 
to the glory of your name; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
 
He left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed him. On the 
sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. 
They said, ‘Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? 
What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary 
and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?’ 
And they took offence at him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without honour, 
except in their home town, and among their own kin, and in their own house.’ And he could 
do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured 
them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.  
Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send 
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to 
take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but 
to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a 
house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they 
refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony 
against them.’ So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many 
demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Our reading begins with Jesus having been riding the crest of a wave and doing amazing 
things like stilling the storm, healing a demon possessed man, bringing Jairus’s daughter  
back from the dead, and restoring to health a woman who had been haemorrhaging. It had 
been like a championship run of victory after victory until Jesus came to his home town and 
it all ground to a halt. Well – I say that – it does say that he laid his hands on a few sick 
people and cured them. but by his standards that was barely even worth a mention. So 
Jesus went to the villages and then he launched the next phase of his mission: sending out 
the twelve. 
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And the first thing that strikes me about this next phase of Jesus’ mission is that Jesus sends 
the disciples out two by two. We are meant to live out our Christian life not alone - not by 
ourselves – but in community. For too long the church has tolerated a disconnected, 
disintegrated model of corporate life with you in your small corner and I in mine. The parish 
system – which is a great tool for inclusion (saying to all people everywhere ‘we are here for 
you – and this is your church’) - that same system has been corrupted by the desire for 
autonomy and control, leaving us with a lack of joined-upness and a missional effectiveness 
that is less than the sum of its parts. In the prologue to his Rule, St Benedict talked about 
establishing a school of the Lord’s service. And in the Rule of Saint Benedict, everything 
takes place within the context of community. Whether he is talking about prayer, 
relationships, work, or whatever it may be, the disciple is reminded that she or he is part of 
a community. We are not meant to live out our Christian life alone - by ourselves. We are 
meant to live in community. And that means laying aside – repenting of - our divisions. It 
means accepting that our current lack of community - our lack of oneness - is a scandal and 
a hindrance to our mission. And it certainly means standing together; bearing with one 
another; supporting one another; praying for one another; living and worshipping and 
acting as one. Being regathered in obedience to God. Jesus sent his disciples out two by two 
because it is not good that we are alone. We are meant to be together, to live together and 
to work together for the building up of God’s kingdom 
 
The second thing is that the disciples were authorized by Jesus. The church is not a 
voluntary organization. It is a community constituted by the call and commission of Christ 
We gather as church because Jesus has called us to himself; and having called us, he sends 
us out. And because it is Jesus who sends us, then we go with his authority. God calls us his 
sons and daughters. Saint Paul reminds us that we have received the Spirit of Adoption 
whereby we call God ‘Father’. So when God sends us out, it is not just as servants or even as 
friends (which is how Jesus referred to his disciples). It is as his children - as heirs to his 
kingdom - that we are sent out. You are children of the Living God and it is by God’s 
authority that you are sent out. ‘All authority’ – Jesus says in Matthew 28 – ‘All Authority in 
Heaven and on Earth has been given to me, therefore go – and make disciples of all nations’. 
God sends you out in the company of others and he sends you out with authority - and not 
just a kind of authority by association - but the authority that comes from being the child of 
a king. 
 
The third thing to note from the reading is that, when Jesus sends the disciples out, he told 
them to travel light. ‘Take nothing for your journey’ he told them ‘except a staff; no bread, 
no bag, no money in your belts sandals are ok - but only one tunic’. The disciples whom 
Jesus sent out left quite a lot behind. Peter said to Jesus ‘We have left everything to follow 
you!’ They left their boats, their fishing nets, their security, their income, their families and 
friends. They left so much in order to follow Jesus. Our society is changing massively and - if 
we are to be effective - then the church will need to change too. For many, that process of 
change will feel like a leaving behind of things cherished and a loss of things for which we 
may grieve. A Church of England report once said: ‘In the country as a whole, though not 
everywhere to the same degree, the Church of England is facing a loss of membership and 
the attrition of its power and influence … The Church is not at the heart of the affairs of men 
and women as once it was despite popular attachment to it as an historical and picturesque 
institution’. 
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That report – written by Leslie Paul - was published in 1964 – 57 years ago! But it is true that 
we are not at the heart of the affairs of men and women as once we were. We are not as 
powerful as once we were; not as wealthy; not as much of a heavyweight. These are things 
we have left behind - now we are travelling light. And that may not be a bad thing. I 
remember when I was licensed to a post in the Diocese of Coventry and the then Bishop of 
Warwick hadn’t prepared a sermon and instead said that he would interview me in front of 
those gathered at the Cathedral. ‘What are the strengths you bring to this post?’ he asked. 
That sounded to me like a question from a job interview only – by then – I’d got the job. So I 
said that I rather saw things differently and that I thought I was at my most effective when I 
felt ill equipped and unprepared because then – I said - I tended to rely upon God. I think I’d 
still say that now. It is not about being a heavyweight. It’s not always about the strengths we 
bring; more often it is about the power of God made perfect in our weakness. It’s about 
desire. We don’t desire status. We don’t desire fame. We desire God.  
 
So we have been commissioned. Sent out in the company of others. Sent out with God’s 
authority. And we are to travel light. And this is the final point - we will do great things. The 
disciples went out - it says - and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many 
demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. Churches are not an 
end in themselves. No - you are a community called by God and formed by God and sent out 
by God to be a sign and an agent of his Kingdom. You are a people who will do great things. 
You will perform great works. Just look at the difference. Jesus could do no deed of power  
in his home town except lay hands on a few sick people and cure them. But out in the 
villages, the disciples cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and 
cured them. Not bad for a day’s work! And Jesus now commissions you and sends you out  
in the company of others. He sends you out with His authority. You are to travel light but – 
you will do great things. St Teresa of Avila said ‘Christ has no body on earth now but yours, 
no hands but yours, no feet but yours; yours are the eyes through which he looks with 
compassion on the world; yours are the feet with which he walks to do good; yours are the 
hands with which he blesses all the world.” 
 
So – as Jesus sends you out -  be a blessing and a source of God’s blessing to the people you 
meet. Amen. 
 
Let us pray: 
 
Lord God and Father of all, over all, in all and through all: we give thanks that we are called 
to your service; may all your people may be attentive and obedient to your calling. 
Lord, hear your people and answer our prayers. 
 
Lord of all, we give thanks that you call some 
to be apostles, sent out to do your work. We pray for all who respond to this calling to serve 
in your name: for those immersed in the world, seeking to bear witness to the gospel in 
word and action, for those whose service takes them to places where they face opposition 
and difficulty, may they be continually filled with your Spirit, and empowered to follow your 
calling. 
Lord, hear your people and answer our prayers. 
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Lord of all, we give thanks that you call some to be prophets. We pray for all whom you 
have called to speak out and proclaim the values of your kingdom: for those who challenge 
injustice and apathy and untruth, for those who campaign for the well-being of your people 
and your world may they be continually filled with your vision, and have courage in their 
prophetic calling. 
Lord, hear your people and answer our prayers. 
 
Lord of all, we give thanks that you call some to be evangelists. We pray for all whom you 
have called to share the message of your love: for those who communicate the good news 
of Christ to others from a variety of backgrounds, for those whose enthusiasm and love 
conveys your truth, may they be filled with your love as they share the good news with 
others. 
Lord, hear your people and answer our prayers. 
 
Lord of all, we give thanks that you call some to be pastors. We pray for all whom you have 
called to care for others through prayer and through service: for those who take care of any 
who are young or old, who are sick or struggling, for those whose work supports medical, 
social and community services, may their lives be channels of your love and grace. 
Lord, hear your people and answer our prayers. 
 
Lord of all, we give thanks that you call some to be teachers. We pray for all whom you have 
called to encourage adults and children to learn and grow: for those who teach informally as 
parents, mentors and facilitators, for workers in schools, colleges and universities, and for 
those who teach in our churches may they speak your truth, and help others to grow in 
wisdom. 
Lord, hear your people and answer our prayers. 
 
Lord of all, you have called each of us to serve you in your world and in your Church; 
strengthen and equip us by your Spirit to recognise your call to us, and give us grace and 
courage to fulfil that calling, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

(Church of England Ministry Division) 
 
Almighty God, 
who for the salvation of the world 
gives to his people many gifts and ministries 
to the advancement of his glory, 
stir up in you the gifts of his grace, 
and sustain each one of you in your own ministry; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 


