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Set your mind on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. (Colossians 3.2) 
 
So what do we make of the wealthy man of today’s parable who stored up his wealth for tomorrow, 
but had his comeuppance that same night? What can we learn from him? 
 
Well maybe this: tomorrow is an illusion; the only thing we possess with any certainty is now; the art 
of Christian living is to dwell joyfully and passionately in that now, making the most of what is before 
us, and seeking the presence of God in the people and opportunities that are with us now; that 
enjoying life is not something that happens later, after I’ve finished what I’m doing now. Yes, of 
course some moments now are more joyful than others, but the challenge of the Christian life is to 
find joy in this moment. 
 
And what about you? Are you sitting in church – or at home - listening to this sermon but thinking 
about what you’re going to do next? Planning for the future? Wondering what’s for dinner? Thinking 
about your next holiday?  
 
There is no next. There is only this moment that we inhabit now with all its potential for blessing or 
disaster. Nothing else is definite. 
 
Does this mean we take no notice of the future? Of course not: we proceed on the assumption that 
there will be a tomorrow and we make provision accordingly; we plan and prepare. But, as 
Christians, as dwellers in the joyful now of this moment, we do not fall into the trap of living for 
tomorrow. As Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount: “Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will bring worries it its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” (Matthew 6.34) Therefore, unlike 
the rich man of today’s parable, we know that it could be tonight that our soul is required of us, so 
we don’t build bigger barns, storing up more and more stuff for the future. 
 
Only we do. We have been successfully seduced by a culture which is built on the premise of 
needing and desiring more. We are all drowning in the stuff we have faithfully consumed. We have 
completely lost track of what we need. We say the Lord’s Prayer day after day and ask to be given 
bread for today, but we’ve no idea what that looks like. For we don’t just want bread: we want the 
latest Artisan loaf; we want butter and jam and cake and cream; we want to wash it down with craft 
beer and fine wine, served, of course, in the right cut glass and eaten, preferably, in some exotic far 
away paradise on a sun-kissed beach and with a perfect body to boot. It is not give us enough for 
today; but give us everything. It’s not even storing up stuff for tomorrow; it is ‘I’ll gorge myself now 
and just chuck away what’s left over’. 
 
We aren’t just suffocating ourselves in the moral emptiness of this stuff; we are suffocating the 
planet as well: and the poorest of the poor suffer most.  
 
The foods we expect every supermarket to serve all year round are flown across the world. The 
cheap, but stylish, clothes we wear are stitched together by children on hardly any wage at all. We 
drink expensive bottled spa water drawn from mineral rich mountain springs. But many in the world 
have no water at all. 
 
We cannot put off doing something about this. It is the Christian imperative. Now is the time for 
action. Now is all we’ve got. Today is the day we are called to account. This is the meaning of today’s 
parable. “You fool,” says God, “this very night your life is being demanded of you“. (Luke 12.20) and 
all that stuff you saved and treasured, where will it be? 
 



“So it is”, says Jesus, “with those who store up treasure for themselves and are not rich towards 
God.” (Luke 12. 22)  
 
Being rich towards God doesn’t have to mean embracing abject poverty ourselves and getting rid of 
all our stuff. But it must change our attitudes towards it. Everything we call our own, everything we 
think of as possession is only on loan. We can, therefore, if we let our lives come under the rule of 
God, start to learn what enough looks like. We can learn to fast and do without. We can be a whole 
lot more generous with what we have. In doing this we will be storing up treasure in the everlasting 
barns of heaven. This will be good for the world. Oh, but it will also be so good for us as well. It will 
put to death those things in us which are not of Christ (see Colossians 3.5). It will be the beginning of 
a new humanity. For you have already died, says St Paul and your real “life is hidden with Christ in 
God.” (Colossians 3.3) This life is there for the finding when we take care of the present and, setting 
our minds on things that are above, work with God’s agenda for the world. 
 


