
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

Sheep without a Shepherd 

22 July 2018, 8th Sunday after Trinity 
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The compilers of the Lectionary sometimes do funny things with the readings, jumping from one 

verse to another and missing out other chunks of text in between. Today’s gospel reading is an 

example of this. The disciples are gathered around Jesus telling him all they have done and said. 

Jesus, acknowledging their weariness, takes them away to rest. (Please note this little footnote to 

the sermon. It is a recurring theme in Mark’s Gospel: the priority Jesus places on rest and 

refreshment. With the summer holidays almost upon us, let’s remember that taking time off is a 

commandment!) But as is also often the case, the people pursue him. Being alone and taking time 

out isn’t easy. The people search Jesus out.  He has compassion on them. He sees the restless, 

demanding anxiety and longing of the crowd. They seem to him to be like sheep without a Shepherd. 

 

But then the lectionary jumps. If you carry on reading Mark’s Gospel at this point you get the story 

of the feeding of the 5000 and then Jesus walking on the water after another failed attempt to give 

the disciples some rest and have some time off himself. 

 

In our reading we are further on, on dry land somewhere else and with more crowds coming to him, 

the sick and troubles so full of hope and faith that even touching the fringe of his cloak brings peace. 

 

Well, I’m not entirely sure why the Lectionary cuts the story this way. But perhaps it is to emphasise 

what the prophet Jeremiah was saying in our first reading. At a time of great crisis for God’s people, 

Jeremiah looks forward to a day when God gathers people together and raises up shepherds for 

them so that none will be lost and none go missing (Jeremiah 23.3–6). 

 

And that beautiful passage from the letter to the Ephesians emphasises the work of a shepherd who, 

in the words of Jesus in Saint John’s Gospel, “lays down his life for his sheep" (John 10.11). It is about 

the very work of salvation, which is to bring reconciliation between us and God and settle the 

restless longings of our heart. So “now in Christ you who were far off…” (Ephesians 2.13) – you who 

are sick; you who are lonely; you who are lost; you who are frightened; you who don’t know what to 

believe; you who are not sure why you come to church; you who cherish a hope that there is more 

to life than what you see around you; you who are full of longing and full of hope; you who are like 

sheep without a Shepherd, lacking direction and bereft of meaning  “have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ… for he is our peace” (Ephesians 2.14). 

 

This is the invitation and the promise of the gospel. “We have access to God” (Ephesians 2.18). So 

we no longer need to pursue God, chasing God from this place to another, trying to find God or 

having to reach out in the crowd hoping we might catch a glimpse of God or touch the hem of God’s 

cloak. God is not somewhere else. God is not an elusive wavelength on a radio we just can’t tune in; 

not a crackle on the end of a phone line where the network coverage hasn’t quite reached; not the 

circle of doom on your computer screen because the broadband width isn’t quite big enough to fit 

you in. In Christ, God has come among us, God has found us, so that every moment of human history 

is equi-distant to God’s eternity, and Christ is with us in every place and every moment, giving us the 

rest, refreshment, hope, resilience and purpose that we need.  

 

God is here. And God is now. There is one Shepherd and one flock” (John10.16) and we are part of it, 

“no longer strangers or aliens, but members of the household of God” (Ephesians 2.19). 
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The highest understanding of the Church is that the Church is those men and women who have been 

brought into communion with God and with each other by Jesus and now live to share this with 

others so that the confusions, isolations, injustices and conflicts of the world may end: “Peace to 

those far-off and peace to those who are near“(Ephesians 2.17) 

  


