
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Genesis 18:1 – 15; 21:1 – 7 

Romans 5:1-8,  

Matthew 9:35 – 10:8/23 

First Sunday after Trinity 

18th June 2017 
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Without even looking at the actual words of the Scriptures set for today we are faced with 

choices. This is one of the places Common Worship sets us off in potentially different 

directions. Firstly we have the controlling Gospel – Matthew. Over the next few months we 

are given a choice of Old and New Testament Readings which sit alongside the Gospel 

drawing out key themes from the Gospel Reading or we can go for the ‘continuous 

readings’ which offer a week to week continuity for the Old Testament and Epistle as well 

as the Gospel.  

 

This is more a question for the person who draws up the rotas than for the preacher. Often 

the uncertainty means a visiting preacher plays safe and preaches on the Gospel. I am setting 

out with a presumption of continuity which gives us Genesis 18:1-15 (and possibly 21:1-7), 

Romans 5:1-8 and Mathew 9:35 – 10:8 (with the option also as far as 10:23).  

 

Paul’s excursus into one of those ‘chain reactions’, “suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character hope”, is not any the less powerful through its gently 

formulaic construction - and Paul was an orator. Indeed it might well speak to a 

congregation still reeling from the horrendous explosion in Manchester on 22nd May. 

 

How can we not engage with the story of Abraham’s three visitors? What would your 

reaction be if God came to tea? The interpretation of Rublev’s Icon as the Trinity has a deep 

and rich tradition, putting community and relationship at the very heart of the Divine Being. 

 

But this is our first opportunity to engage with Matthew since the beginning of the Church’s 

Year (by which I mean Advent in the lead up to last Christmas. If we are to focus on 

Matthew over the summer through the long Trinity Season now is the time to refresh our 

acquaintance with this tax collector turned missionary disciple.  
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We may be heading into Chapter 10 but this is when the Gospel becomes eyewitness 

account rather than the studied reportage of the birth narratives or poetic weaving together 

of Jesus’ teaching through the Sermon on the Mount. We gently slip by the Call of Matthew 

to find ourselves – or at least the disciples – not so much formed as simply sent.  

 

We should take up the offer of the extra verses (10:9-23) and the reality of the welcome 

they and we receive. It will not always be with joy for them or for us but it will bring that 

kairos moment, crisis in the fullest sense of the word for there, a shadowy figure in the 

background stands the mysterious figure simply referred to as the Son of Man. And within a 

few short verses are outlined the great Matthaean themes which will encourage and 

challenge us across the coming Sundays. 


