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Preparation 
 
Blessed are you, creator God, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As your Spirit moved over the face of the waters 

bringing light and life to your creation, 

pour out your Spirit on us today 

that we may walk as children of light 

and by your grace reveal your presence. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 
 
Psalm 68 
 
1 May God arise, may his enemies be scattered; 

    may his foes flee before him. 
2 May you blow them away like smoke— 

    as wax melts before the fire, 

    may the wicked perish before God. 
3 But may the righteous be glad 

    and rejoice before God; 

    may they be happy and joyful. 
4 Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, 

    extol him who rides on the clouds; 

    rejoice before him—his name is the Lord. 
5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, 

    is God in his holy dwelling. 
6 God sets the lonely in families, 

    he leads out the prisoners with singing; 

    but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 
7 When you, God, went out before your people, 

    when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 the earth shook, the heavens poured down rain, 

    before God, the One of Sinai, 

    before God, the God of Israel. 
9 You gave abundant showers, O God; 

    you refreshed your weary inheritance. 
10 Your people settled in it, 

    and from your bounty, God, you provided for the poor. 
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Bible Reading 
 
Acts 1: 6-14 

 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 

sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 

looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 

back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a 

Sabbath day’s walk[a] from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 

room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip 

and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and 

Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 

 

Reflection 
 

One of the great British pastimes, apart from talking about the weather, is waiting. 

 

When you think about it we do a lot of waiting... 

 

I can remember there was a lot of waiting when I was a Gliding Instructor with the Air 

Training Corps… 

 

The gliding was great fun, but there was a lot of waiting around. 

 

Waiting to for your turn to fly and not surprisingly waiting for the weather conditions to be 

suitable, on which we were very dependent! 

 

And when that moment came to take off, there was still some more waiting – strapped into 

the gliders we would go through our pre-take off checks and attach the towing cable to the 

front of the glider. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1.6-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26936a
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Waiting with great anticipation for the launch; the adrenalin kicking in as signals were 

conveyed to the winch driver to begin the task of getting the glider off the ground. 

 

Waiting for the cable to begin moving, announcing the engagement of power of the winch 

to haul the glider into the skies. 

 

Waiting as the cable became taught and the glider began to move, slowly at first. 

 

Holding on tight as you finally shot forwards along the ground and then upwards into the air 

at an ever increasing speed, gasping for breath or whispering a desperate prayer for a safe 

return to earth… 

 

Waiting for something to happen, in great anticipation, with great power and in prayer… 

 

Over these past weeks, during the coronavirus pandemic, there has been waiting in many 

different ways… 

 

Those who are anxiously waiting to hear news of loved ones who are ill, waiting to meet up 

with family and friends, waiting in queues outside shops and supermarkets, waiting for the 

lockdown to end, waiting to worship in our churches again, waiting to live out our faith and 

share the love of Jesus in new ways… 

 

Waiting – waiting to hear news - see someone – go somewhere – for new beginnings… 

 

Waiting for something to happen in great anticipation… 

 

This is what our Bible reading is all about. 

 

At the start of Acts Chapter 1 Luke begins his second piece of writing by reminding his 

readers of the great events of Easter and Jesus' command to wait for the gift which God had 

promised. 

 

But, what is this gift, and when would it come? 

 

Luke answers this by reminding his readers that John the Baptist baptised his followers with 

water, whereas Jesus would baptise ‘with the Holy Spirit’ (1:5). John’s baptism symbolised 

regeneration. The baptism which Jesus offers brings actual renewal and rebirth. 

 

The disciples have been called to be Christ’s ‘witnesses in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth’ (1:8). This is a great and daunting responsibility. They couldn’t even begin 

to anticipate how they were going to achieve this and what was going to happen. 
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As Christians we are not to stand around idly, wondering where Jesus has gone (1:10—11). 

Our task is to make that same Christ known to the world… 

 

Luke makes it clear that this great challenge is matched by an equally great enabling gift. 

The disciples will ‘receive power when the Holy Spirit comes’ on them (1:8). 

 

Here we find one of the great themes of the New Testament: God gives gifts to enable his 

people to meet the challenges and tasks which he gives them. 

 

The church still needs those gifts today, as it meets new challenges and opportunities… As 

the apostle Paul states in his first letter to the Corinthians, ‘eagerly desire the greater gifts.’ 

(1 Corinthians 12:31) 

 

This passage from Acts 1 closes with a vivid portrayal of the close-knit fellowship which is 

enjoyed by the early church (1:13-14). Though small in number, they are full of confidence 

and anticipation. 

 

Once they had been a band of demoralised and dismayed men and women who had seen 

their leader executed. Now, they are an excited group of evangelists. 

 

They are waiting to proclaim the good news of their risen Saviour to the world. Moreover, 

they don’t have long to wait. 

 

At this stage, the Christian church is small in number; Luke mentions the figure of 120 

believers (1:15). 

 

It is all too easy for the laid-back reader of Acts to lose sight of the importance of this fact. 

 

We know from history that the church would grow enormously. But try to imagine that you 

don’t know this. 

 

Try to imagine that you are reading this passage for the very first time, not knowing what is 

going to happen. 

 

In an age in which new religions were born every minute, what chance would so small a 

group of people have? 

 

Would their message survive at all? 

 

The fact that it did is, as Paul points out, a reminder that the gospel doesn’t rest on human 

wisdom, but on the power of God, which not only refers to His Holy Spirit but also prayer. 
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Jesus prepares for all the important moments of his life by prayer. He is at prayer at the 

Baptism, before the choice of the twelve, at the Transfiguration, before the passion. 

 

The disciples, as they await the coming of the Spirit, are ‘joined together constantly in 

prayer’. 

 

Prayer must be a priority for us as individuals, for the Church and for the building of God 

kingdom in the world, that we might experience restoration and hope… 

 

So, today, what are you waiting for? 

  Are you waiting in anticipation? 

    Are you waiting for God’s power? 

      Are you waiting constantly in prayer? 

 

 
The Collect for Today 
 

O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 


