
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship for Sunday 14th March  

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Mothering Sunday 

By Ruth Patten, Archdeacon of Colchester 
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Opening Responses 

 

The Lord is good; His steadfast love endures for ever,  

And his faithfulness to all generations.  

Let us enter his gates with thanksgiving in our hearts:  

Let us enter his courts with praise.  

We give thanks to him and bless his name.  

 

Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his;  

We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  

Let us enter his gates with thanksgiving in our hearts:  

Let us enter his courts with praise.  

We give thanks to him and bless his name. 

 

 

Collect 

 

God of love,  

passionate and strong,  

tender and careful:  

watch over us and hold us all the days of our life;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

Exodus 2: 1-10 

 

2 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman 

conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three 

months. 3 When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and 

plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on 

the bank of the river. 4 His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked 

beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6 When 

she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be one 

of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go 

and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’ 8 Pharaoh’s 

daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s 

daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So 

the woman took the child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him to 

Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said, 

‘I drew him out of the water.’ 
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John 19: 25b-27 

 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 

the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 

whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your 

son.’ 27 Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple 

took her into his own home. 

 

 

Reflection 

 

Today is known by many as “Mother’s Day” and will be marked by people spending 

time with their families and exchanging cards and gifts, whether physically together 

or via phones and screens.  For many of us, today will be a day when we give thanks 

for our Mums, but it is also a chance to give thanks for all those people who have 

nurtured us and cared for us in particular ways.  In the past, this day would have 

been an extra holiday to enable people to return to their families and to return to 

their “Mother Church”, the place of their baptism.  “Mothering Sunday” is a time to 

celebrate “mothering” in all its different forms, in all the ways that we experience it.  

And in doing this, we learn something about God and about how God calls us to be 

Church.   

 

In our readings we have two portraits of mothering and two glimpses of family life , 

neither of which are perfect or ideal.  The baby Moses is kept safe by three people: 

his mother, his sister and Pharoah’s daughter.  It requires risk, trust and faithfulness 

from these three women to take good care of him, to mother him.  In our Gospel 

reading, we join Mary at the foot of the cross watching her son suffer and die.  

Jesus, seeing those he loves staying with him to the end, invites them to look after 

each other, he mothers them.  In the loss and sorrow of Jesus’ death, a new family is 

created.  This family is not about birth or blood relationships, it is about love, care 

and commitment.  

 

These two readings offer us examples, not just of mothers, but of mothering.  They 

show us about a particular kind of love and care, faith and commitment.  Many 

writers and thinkers through the ages have used a breadth and depth of language  to 

talk about God and how God acts: masculine and feminine, male and female, Father 

and Mother.  Julian of Norwich wrote, “As truly as God is our Father, so truly God is 

our Mother.”  Today we remember and celebrate the breadth and depth of who God 

is and how God calls us to be.  Part of that is what we describe in the feminine, as 



Page 4 of 5 
 

female, as mothering.  God our Father is also a “mothering” God, and we’re called 

to be a “mothering” Church.   

 

Last week, Archdeacon Mike mentioned our Bishop’s Annual Appeal – Empower 

Marsabit.  I first visited the Diocese of Marsabit in 2014 and have been fortunate 

enough to return a further four times, visiting church communities and projects each 

time.  On my last visit in October 2019, I travelled with colleagues from Five 

Talents, visiting the church groups that Revd Elema wanted us to support together 

through the appeal.  As we gathered in each place, we were offered hospitality and 

shared in fellowship.  We heard our Kenyan friends tell their stories of challenge 

and of hope, of a longing to resource themselves and to be a resource to others.   

 

In Marsabit, only 28% of women are literate, compared to 47% of men.  The Empower 

Marsabit appeal will support Five Talents in training twelve groups across Marsabit in 

literacy, numeracy and basic business skills.  In a place where women often missed out on 

any formal education and have no rights to own assets or land, our support will give women 

new opportunities to overcome the barriers they face.   

 

I believe that on this trip I experienced something of the breadth and depth of the 

mothering love of our creator God.  I saw it in the life of the Church in Kenya, I saw 

it in Revd Elema, and I saw it in the groups that we met, who long to be empowered 

and enabled in their lives so that they, in turn, can do more to care for others.  I see 

it too in how churches across our diocese have responded to need with love and 

care, faith and commitment. 

 

So today, we give thanks, not just for our Mums, but for all those people who have 

shown us something of the mothering love of God.  We give thanks for the capacity 

in us all – women and men, adults and children, parents or not – to share this kind 

of love.  May God continue to call us to be a “Mothering Church” in our 

communities so that they may truly know the love of God to be passionate and 

strong, tender and careful.  Amen. 
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Blessing 

 

May the Lord of all life bless your families:  

grandfathers and grandmothers,  

husbands and wives, sons and daughters.  

May the Lord of all life bless your communities:  

friends and neighbours,  

colleagues and carers,  

all who bring light to your lives.  

May the Lord of all life bless your homes with love and hope,  

peace and joy, patience and strength.  

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

be with you and all whom you love, now and always.  Amen. 

 

 


