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Opening Prayer 

We gather in your presence, God, 

in our need, 

and bringing with us the needs of the world. 

 

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus, 
and you know by experience what human life is like. 

 

We come with our faith and with our doubts; 

we come with our hopes and with our fears. 

 

We come as we are, because you have invited us; 

and you have promised never to turn us away.  

Amen. 
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Matthew 16.13-20 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 

Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you 

say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock 

I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the 

disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 

Sermon 

It seems that, in some places, we still have an extraordinary aversion in the Church of 

England to talking about our faith in Jesus. If you will forgive the analogy, it seems as if our 

faith is a bit like underwear; we’re kinda glad that we’ve got it but we’re not going to talk 

about it and we’re certainly not going to share it with anyone else. 

I think some of this reticence dates back to the Enlightenment. That is, that period in our 

history stretching from the middle of the 17th century and all through the eighteenth 

century. It was a period in which huge changes took place in science, philosophy, society and 

politics.  
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During that time, religion lost something of its place within the public arena and faith 

became a private matter for individuals. So church became an awkward place where people 

practiced in public something that belonged in the private sphere. 

Now I think that we have moved a long way from churches being rather odd gatherings of 

people who maintained either an embarrassed silence or a kind of church going persona; a 

Sunday best. But now is the time for us to muster every ounce of confidence that we have 

to reawaken our passion for spreading the Gospel and to be ready to speak of Jesus and 

what he means to us. 

Today’s Gospel reading is set in Caesarea Philippi, which was an incredible place littered 

with the remains of worship to the Syrian gods. Altars and temples were everywhere. It was 

also the centre for the worship of the god Pan. Even now, it is called Banias – from its old 

name of Panias. But, of course, in Jesus’s day, Caesarea Philippi was dedicated to the 

worship of Emperor Caesar. And dominating the landscape was a massive white marble 

temple built to his honour and glory. 

So it was in Caesarea Philippi, with all its religious paraphernalia and the trappings of state 

control, that Jesus - a penniless carpenter from Nazareth - asked his disciples who they 

thought that he was. 

And still that question hangs in the air: ‘Who is Jesus to you?’ And are you willing to talk 

about him with others; to introduce him to others as you would a friend? 

That is what the church is. It is a group of people who have met Jesus and in meeting Jesus 

want more people to meet Jesus.  

The church should be focussed on Jesus and also passionate for the kingdom of God. Jesus 

says to Peter, ‘I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.’ Now that doesn’t mean 

that he stands there at the gates of heaven jangling his keys like some power crazed security 

guard; letting in the good and the honourable and sending the bad to the basement. No, the 

keys allowed Peter to open the kingdom of God to the people he met. 

That day at Pentecost when Peter preached the good news, thousands believed and were 

baptised because, in his spirit-inspired preaching, he’d opened the kingdom of God to them. 

And throughout his ministry until his death nailed upside-down to a cross, he opened the 

kingdom of God to people. 

And the keys to the Kingdom have now been given to us so that we too can open the 

Kingdom of God to others.  

Up and down the length of this country, this is what churches are doing right now. Feeding 

the hungry; meeting the needs of the poor; caring for the elderly, the sick and the 

housebound; mentoring young people; educating children; building community and 

proclaiming by word and by deed the good news of the Kingdom of God. 
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So, talk about Jesus with others. Introduce him to others as you would a friend. And open 

the Kingdom of God to all whom you meet. 

 

Prayers 

God of our salvation  

hope of the ends of the earth 

we pray that the world may know Jesus Christ 

as the Prince of Peace. 

We pray that the Church may be one 

in serving and proclaiming the gospel 

that we may be bold to speak the word of God 

while you stretch out your hand to save. 

 

We pray for the world, which is already Christ’s 

that those who bear responsibility for its future 

may be inspired by the gospel of Christ 

to work together for the establishment of justice 

and the furtherance of peace 

 

We pray for the communities we represent 

and for all amongst whom we live; 

As our lives touch other lives 

make us agents of the good news. 

May we be generous in giving 

faithful in serving 

and bold in proclaiming. 

 

We pray for all who walk in darkness; 

the doubting and despairing. 

We ask that all may come to behold your glory 

and know that they are loved. 

We pray for all who are in pain or distress; 
for all who are troubled or anxious 

we pray that they may know the comforting presence of Christ. 

 

We thank you for our heritage of faith: 

For the vision of apostles and evangelists who brought it to us,  

For the courage of martyrs and teachers who secured it for us,  

For the devotion of preachers and pastors who proclaimed it to us,  

For the love of families and friends who nourished it within us,  

And we pray for those whom we love but see no longer; 

may we one day come to share with them 

in the greater vision of your glory. 

Amen. 
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The Blessing 

 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 

confirm us in this mission, 

and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 


