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Verses from Psalm 34 

 

 2  I will never stop thanking God, 

   with constant words of praise. 

 3  My soul will boast of God; 

   the poor will hear me and be glad. 

 

 4  Join me in praising the Lord, 

   together tell of God’s name. 

 5  I asked and the Lord responded, 

   freed me from all my fears. 

 

 6  Turn to God, be bright with joy; 

   you shall never be let down. 

 7  I begged and God heard, 

   took my burdens from me. 

 

 8  God’s angel defends the faithful, 

   guards them on every side. 

 9  Drink in the richness of God, 

   enjoy the strength of the Lord. 

 

 10  Live in awe of God, you saints: 

   you will want for nothing. 

 

Matthew 5.1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

 

“No more heroes anymore” sang the stranglers back in 1977, catching something of the zeitgeist 

of the times. And they turned out to be right. Heroes, as we have found to our cost as churches 

and communities, almost always turn out to have clay feet. The recent revelations about figures 

like Bill Hybels and Jean Vanier suggest that the churches should know this already. Our 

investment in heroes as a kind of celebrity ends up ringing very hollow, an echo of our own 

desire for significance. 

 

Which is a big invitation to rethink “All Saints Day”, and indeed what the word “saint” itself. 

What it means in Christianity and in popular culture. For most, I’d suggest, it conjures up stained 

glass window versions of unreal human beings wrap in mystical prayer and doing very unusual 

things. For ten years I was vicar of St Margaret’s Church in west Newcastle. Even the early 

Christians knew that Margaret was mythical, and the only striking thing about her legend was that 
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she had been swallowed by a dragon and escaped by making the sign of the cross. And I need not 

move on to the famously named St Christopher the Dog Headed. 

 

The real problem with our idea of “saints” is that it is completely contrary to what the New 

Testament means by saints.  

 

First of all, the New Testament always and only uses the word “saint” in the plural. It is always 

corporate, always about the body of Christ. It’s never about the individual. We would expect that 

anyway. The Biblical languages have no word for “individual” and even in English the word is not 

used of a single person until the 17th century. The Bible is always corporate, always about “us” 

rather than “me”. It is a real shame that in modern English we don’t distinguish between “you” in 

the singular and “you” in the plural. As a result, it’s easy to assume that the words of Jesus and 

the writings of Paul are addressed to “me” when they are almost always addressed to “us”.  

 

And secondly the New Testament always and only uses the word “saints” to refer to, well, us – 

you and me, the people of God as we gather for worship and are sent out to serve. Paul 

frequently addresses his letters to “the saints of God of the church in …..”  

 

So as far as the New Testament is concerned, being a “saint” is simply being a Christian. And we 

don’t always make that clear in the language we use! 

 

What does that mean for us on this day, All Saints Day?  

 

All Saints turns out to be a powerful invitation to think about who we are as followers of Jesus 

today; to reflect on our corporate life as Christian communities; to consider personally how we 

are responding in our daily lives to the joy, simplicity and mercy of the Gospel. 

 

No more heroes any more who we can pass the buck to. The responsibility is ours in the here 

and now - to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 

 

I am going to finish with one of the most beautiful modern prayers for All Saints Day, written 

specifically in response to the readings for today, above all the Beatitudes in Matthew chapter 5:  

 

All-holy God,  

you call your people to holiness. 

As we keep the festival of your saints, 

give us their meekness and poverty of spirit, 

a thirst for righteousness,  

and purity of heart. 

May we share with them the richness of your kingdom 

and be clothed in the glory you bestow. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever.  

All Amen. 

 

 


