
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To follow Christ 

Galatians 5: 1,13-25; Luke 9: 51-62 

Sunday 30th June 2019 Trinity 2 

 

Collect 

Lord, you have taught us 

that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 

Send your Holy Spirit 

and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love 

the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 

without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 

Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 

Who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and forever. Amen. 
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Years ago I taught in a classroom where just outside the window there was a large mature 

oak tree. One spring, a vixen raised her cubs under the roots of this big tree, often bringing 

them out to play first thing in the morning before any pupils arrived. Then in the business 

and noise of school life they retreated into the security of their den. 

The verse from the passage in Luke is therefore both recognisable as well as shocking. 

“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 

his head” Luke 9: 58 (NRSV) 

Jesus identifies the absence of earthly security of a home for himself but then goes further 

with the implication that this is the way in which one is to follow him. The passage goes on 

with other similarly shocking statements regarding ‘no time to bury your dead’ and ‘no 

turning to have a look behind.’ These statements are consistent with other teaching of Jesus. 

Earlier in Luke chapter 9 :1-6 Jesus instructs his disciples as they set out on mission to take 

nothing with them. Also earlier in this chapter in response to Peter (9: 23) Jesus speaks of 

the cost involved in of following him, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” 

Following Jesus involves us in a new way of living, a new set of priorities and a new set of 

commitments. To step out in Jesus footsteps is to take this costly way of living on board. 

This is both radical and challenging. 

The reading from Galatians similarly unpacks something of what it means to follow Jesus, 

this time by encouraging us to “live by the Spirit”, literally to “walk by the Spirit”. The Holy 

Spirit is given to us so that we know the presence of God; to remind us of the words of 

Jesus and to enable us to follow Him. 

Paul, the writer of Galatians, writes this, in a chapter that makes reference to one of the key 

disagreements that affected the early church. You can see this disagreement in the verses 

we have not read from chapter 5. Disagreement is nothing new, particularly when it relates 

to our belief systems and our understanding of how what we believe should inform our 

living.  Paul reminds the Christians in the church at Galatia of the commandment “You shall 

love your neighbour as yourself.” 

Some time ago I was involved in an exercise from ‘Partnership for Missional Church’ that 

sought to look at and reflect on the life and health of a group of churches. A team of trained 

listeners from each of the churches were equipped with a number of agreed questions 

which people were asked, the answer were recorded anonymously.  Many of the questions 

were what you might expect, for example where you encounter God. However one was a 

rather uncomfortable question, “how do people fight in your congregation?” which 

produced fascinating results. In one church almost without exception, the answer came back 

“we don’t fight here”. In another church a significant number of answers retold a sad tale of 

many years previous when a disagreement had led to arguments and factions and eventually 

a number of people left their church.  
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Neither of the responses highlighted is really satisfactory but they do tell us something 

about the life of the two churches. In the first church disagreement was suppressed, issues 

of potential conflict or disagreement either not talked about or faced up to. This had 

affected its capacity for growth both spiritually and numerically.  

The second example was not healthy either as many people were still carrying the wounds 

from the previous disagreement and falling out. 

I don’t need to rehearse the polarisation that is happening within the church today. But if we 

are to truly follow Jesus we do need to work out how we discern God together and how 

we can disagree profoundly but in love. In another of the epistles, Ephesians 6:15 reference 

is made to “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” Sadly we often use our 

understanding of the word of God as a weapon against those whose understanding is 

different. Author Anne Lamott writes 

“You don’t always have to chop with the sword of truth. You can point with it too.” 

Jesus still calls us to follow him; a following that involves a new way of living, a new set of 

priorities and a new set of commitments. This includes both how we hold the truth and 

how we love our neighbour even when our disagreements appear to be fundamental to our 

understanding of both faith and the world.  


