
Everything changes …… and it’s wonderful!

Readings: 
Matthew 11:2-11

James 5:7-10
Isaiah 35:1-10

Date:
Advent 3 – 15 December 2019



Today’s readings are about messengers and messages. We read about John, the messenger, 
sending out his own messengers. And of Jesus, with life changing messages of hope or all. And 
Isaiah points us to the upside down world this Saviour brings;
 
Our God will come,
And everything will change.
The blind will see
The deaf will hear 
The lame will leap
Those without words will shout for joy. 
God will come and everything changes.

Recently, for our advent reflection, I sat with about 50 children, aged 7 and 8, around a crib. We’d 
spent the day exploring the messages of Christmas. Messages from angels and from stars and from 
dreams. Messages to the wise, to the shepherds, to Mary and to Joseph. 

And we gathered around a crib. As we sat there, I asked, 
“If heaven had a message for us today what might it be?”

There was silence, for a long time …. It was a comfortable silence and eventually one boy said,
“God is old now. Maybe it’s time for him to have a rest and let someone younger have a go. God 
hasn’t done a good job so far, the world is in a bit of a mess”
 
The response was not what I expected and was far better than I hoped. As I think about what was 
said, I wonder ……. 

• Maybe I portray God as old.
• Maybe my portrayal of God, in itself, is old, or stale or ineffective.
• Maybe my view of God is one of yesterday. Perhaps I’m so enthralled with a glorious past that 

I have no eye on today or tomorrow. 

I’m reminded of a comment made last year by a primary age child who, when responding to the 
prompt, “Church is …….. “ said, “Church is where you go to learn about the old times”. 
For some, the church has no new times. 

And God sent baby. What could be younger, newer or fresher? Maybe God did let someone younger 
have a go. And what a go it was. 

The previous Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, offers the quote,
“Advent is the time when adults can grow up and become children.” 

Advent … it’s when everything changes. The established order is turned upside down. 
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Having recently become Oma and Opa, my wife and I have received no end of congratulations, 
advice and stories of what grand-parenting means. One friend said, 
 
“Everything changes, you can’t do what you used to do. Everything changes …….. and it’s 
wonderful!”
 
It struck me that the last three words are more than just a joyful statement of reality. They are a 
choice. 

Everything changes with the arrival of a little one. It’s true individually and collectively. We celebrate 
this reality with the arrival of God’s little one and we rejoice at the arrival of little ones into our families. 
Things change. And it’s wonderful. 
 
The arrival of God’s little one changed the world for kings, for wise men and for shepherds. Everything 
changed for Mary and for Joseph. Everything changed for the blind, the lame, those who had leprosy, 
the deaf, the dead and for the poor. And everything changed for Lazarus, for Jairus’ daughter and for 
Mary Magdalene, for fishermen, tax collectors and soldiers. Everything changes ….. and it’s 
wonderful. 

So perhaps those of us who are old now, and occupy positions that determine the outcomes for those 
younger, might venture into the unknown by moving aside. Advent is a time when everything changes 
and the established order is turned upside down. It’s true for me, for us, for our hopes and dreams, 
our expectations and for our institutions. The world is in a bit of a mess. Maybe our young ones might 
have a few ideas to help sort it out. 
 
And maybe the birth of the Christ-child might be glimpse into how brilliant the now and the next could 
be.
 
The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for 
everybody, worldwide: A Saviour has been born 

Our God will come,
And everything will change.
The blind will see,
the deaf will hear 
The lame will leap
Those without words will shout for joy. 
God will come and everything changes.

And it’s wonderful.
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