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May the words of my lips and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable unto you O Lord, 

my strength and my redeemer. 

The readings today point to one word – persistence and the reward we get from being 

persistent. 

When I was a child, I wanted a dog. I continually pleaded, whined and negotiated to be 

allowed such a pet. Whenever we went to visit friends who owned a dog, I would seize the 

opportunity to demonstrate how adorable the dog was and how good I would be at looking 

after one. My parents were less keen as they knew the reality of owning such a pet. The daily 

walking, the restrictions on going on holiday, the chewed furniture, vet’s bills etc. We already 

had 2 goldfish which my elder brother had won when he was a little boy from a funfair. My 

parents were always insistent that these were our pets. I was equally persistent in pleading 

for a dog. 

These two goldfish died having reached the grand old age of 12. I seized upon this opportunity 

of again petitioning for a dog, now that we had no pets. My parents struck a deal – we would 

replace the goldfish with 2 more and if I could show that I was responsible enough to look 

after them then when these new goldfish died, we as a family would get a dog. My parents 

struck this deal assuming that these goldfish would last a similar length of time to the first 

pair, 12 years, by which time I would have left home and the question of dog ownership would 

no longer be their responsibility. 

The new goldfish lasted just 6 months. The detail of the deal that had been struck was that I 

could have a dog when the goldfish died. My pleading, whining and negotiating reached new 

heights and, eventually, my parents gave in and we took in a puppy whose mother had been 

abandoned when she was pregnant. My persistence had gained me the longed for pet that I 

desired. 

Like the widow in the parable from the gospel of Luke who persisted and won favour and 

justice from the judge, by continually bothering my parents, my request was granted so that 

they might enjoy some peace from my pleadings. 

But the parable from Luke’s gospel goes further than just telling us to be persistent. We should 

not just be persistent so that we can get whatever we want, but we should be persistent for 

the truth. The widow is pleading that she be dealt with fairly and justly; that the right thing is 

done. She ignores her lowly status compared to that of the judge, she ignores the conventions 

of protocol for addressing a judge in such situations and continually bothers him, continually 

pleads for justice, and mercy, and truth until he, being lazy and wanting a quiet life, gives in 

to her requests.  

As disciples of Christ living in the world today, we too are called to petition for justice, mercy, 

and truth and to be persistent in our petitions. Where we see unfair situations we are to 

question and challenge them, standing up for injustice, showing love to our brothers and 
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sisters in Christ, ensuring we are all treated equally and fairly. To fulfil the commandments 

which Jesus taught us – 

‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love 

your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the 

prophets.’ Matthew ch. 22 vs 37-40 

We are to love with all our heart, mind and soul – we are to be persistent and never give up. 

And how do we know what is the right thing?  

That question is answered in the reading from 2 Timothy chapter 3: 16 All scripture is inspired 

by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 

17 so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

It is our reading and study of scripture which equips us to be disciples of Christ. Scripture must 

be at the heart of all that we do and the very core of our faith. And we must be persistent in 

our reading of it, persistent in grappling with some of the more challenging passages and 

writings. 

Paul encourages Timothy his second letter to him, saying we should: 

proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable; 

convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 2 Timothy 4:2. 

The warning of what will happen if we are not persistent comes from the next two verses: 

3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching 

ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4 and will turn 

away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.  

If we are not persistent in our teaching of the faith through scripture, others will, with itching 

ears, stop focussing on their faith and pick and choose the bits of faith that are most 

appealing, the easy bits, the fun bits. Never engaging with the challenges of our faith, instead 

of being persistent, take the easy route.  

The Church and our churches face numerous challenges today. And there are difficult 

decisions to be made in the near future. What we must do, at all cost, is to persistently hold 

on to the core of our faith, our scriptural roots.  

Heavenly Father, we pray today for your wisdom and strength so that we might be persistent 

in our call to follow you, that your will is done on earth as in Heaven and reveal to us that will 

through your scriptures. Amen. 


