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Today’s Gospel reading is a familiar story: the parable of the weeds and the crop. A certain man 

sows good seed in his field but he later discovers that weeds are growing among his wheat. By the 

time the problem is spotted, the weeds are intertwined with the roots of the wheat. The servants 

suggest that they gather the weeds but the owner of the land says to leave them until the harvest. 

 

One thing is clear about this story: this is not about weeds and wheat. It is about people and about 

our world, or more specifically about the church. The story acknowledges that good and evil are 

present in all walks of life, and that the search for a perfect church or a flawless society is an illusion. 

I have heard the story of someone who was in search for a perfect church. Having had disappointing 

experience with all the churches he experimented, he went to seek advice from an old wise man. 

The old man told him: “There is no perfect church in this world; and if there is one, it will not be 

perfect anymore from the time you join it.”  

 

“I don’t go to church because it is full of hypocrites.” or “I love church; it’s the people I can’t stand”. 

These declarations are all too familiar to anyone engaged in congregational life. All these come from 

the notion that Christian community is a perfect community. But we need to learn that Jesus’ 

community is always a mixture of all sorts of people. In Matthew’s time the community consisted of 

sincere disciples and people with evil motives. The story suggests that as a church we should be 

inviting, forgiving and tolerating.  

 

But some of us are like the servants in this story; pluck all the weeds now. We want to take 

immediate action – drive away unholy elements and cleanse the place. In the story the owner of the 

land stops the servants: No, don’t pluck the weeks or gather them now. Let the weeds and the 

wheat grow together; gathering them or separating them is not your job now. 

 

Why should we wait, why not we do an act of cleansing now? There are three implied reasons why 

we should not hurry. Firstly, immediate actions are mostly premature. We can’t easily make out the 

difference always.  It is possible that we judge outwardly. Wheat and weeds look similar. Secondly, 

any attempt to gather the weeds will disturb the wheat. We may uproot some wheat also while 

uprooting the weeds. Thirdly, we are not the ones to make judgement. The master tells the servants 

that they should not do anything. It will be the job of ‘reapers’ later on to make that judgement. Let 

us not do things which are not part of our brief! 

 

There is a lesson for us to practice in our community life: do not fret over others who are dissimilar 

to us. Jesus is offering to his listeners a vision of the Kingdom of heaven on earth. It is a vision which 

seems to reflect this non-judgemental way of living. The Greek word used to describe the weeds is 
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zizania. This refers to a type of grass which is virtually indistinguishable from wheat. It would be 

highly dangerous to try and pull it up, because you would almost certainly end up pulling up wheat 

also. Good and long-standing relationships are built, not on lit-for-tat revenge, but on patience, 

understanding, compassion, good listening and setting boundaries.  

 

This parable is not just about the people or the community, it is about God. It tells us that our God 

is not in a hurry and that his patience comes from a great understanding and love of us. We are 

invited in our own lives to imitate his mildness and leniency. It becomes then necessary that we have 

a fresh and true understanding of the image of God. What kind of image do we have about God? In 

spite of a Christian tradition that emphasises God’s covenant with humanity through a process of 

grace freely given, of healing and compassion, we cling on to ancient ideas of a vengeful, judgemental 

God who only welcomes and loves those who come to him in repentance; a tyrannical divine being 

who leaves much humanity guilt-ridden, fearful and resentful of all that represents Him; a God who 

actually scares people away – certainly from going to church, and more importantly from finding a 

depth of spirituality which might be a positive, healing force in their life. 

 

We are called to heal our image of God; that will have an immense knock-on effect for humanity – 

bringing a calmer, less vindictive and judgemental attitude into those lives and places where chaos 

and violence reign. The disciples of Jesus – like the servants in this story – had the idea of a vengeful 

God. Jesus is educating his disciples through this parable. There is an intrinsic connection between 

human experience and behaviour and our perception and image of God. Both need healing and both 

can play a part in healing the other.  

 

To summarise, the parable of the weeds enlightens us about the nature of Christian community, the 

nature and character of God and our attitude to others who we think are not like us. Church is an 

imperfect human community, even though called by God, and there are weeds and wheat. 

Sometimes all of us behave as wheat at some time and as weeds at other times. We need to self-

examine rather than judging others. God is like a patient and compassionate farmer, who is not in a 

hurry to destroy all the weeds but willing to wait until the harvest. If God shows such generosity of 

Spirit, can we do any less? 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 


