
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time for action…. 

 
Job 19. 23-27a; 2 Thessalonians 2. 1-5, 13-end.  

Luke 20. 27-38. 
 
 

Sunday 6th November 2022 

The Third Sunday before Advent 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
Whose will is to restore all things 

in your beloved Son, the King of all: 
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 

and bring the families of the nations, 
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 

to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

Amen 
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In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

….. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you 
were taught by us.         2 Thess 2. 15 

 

One of the things that is often said of the Church of England is that there 
are many aspects of church life shaped by tradition which go back many 
generations. Whether an individual church community would describe 
itself as being part of a particular tradition in the Church of England 
(catholic, charismatic, conservative, evangelical or liberal) there are things 
that we do and ways that we behave which are shaped by custom and 
practise and have been moulded through many generations of prayerful 
witness and service. In fact I sometimes joke when taking services that 
there might in a couple of 100 years time be a strange liturgical practise 
which resembles the turning on and off of the radio mic long after we 
stopped using such things. 

 

One of the inevitable challenges facing the contemporary church is how 
do we understand and work with tradition formed within particular 
contexts through history, but yet expressed in the context of our own 
lived experience today. There are often things that we do as a Church, as 
communities, or indeed as individual disciples which must baffle those 
who live in our community, but are outside the life of the church. Indeed 
sometimes I come across people who are new to the church or who are 
experiencing our customs and traditions for the first time and it is almost 
as though they would benefit from some kind of manual or directory so 
they could better understand our traditions and practises. 

 

Whether it is through our life of prayer, our shared experience of 
worship, or our missional engagement across the wider community 
tradition and custom form an important part of our practise. For us to 
make sense of tradition and to do so in the context of our own 



Page 3 of 4 
 

contemporary experience helps us to build bridges between the spiritual 
and theological reflections of previous generations and our own lived 
experience. As each generation reflects on those traditions it adds 
something of its own discernment and lived experience. 

 

In his letter to the church in Thessalonica Saint Paul urges the early 
Christian community to draw strength and also to some degree build a 
sense of identity through remembering and holding onto the traditions 
which have been handed onto them. When the early Christian 
community faced persecution, threat or danger The tradition and 
teaching of the Christian gospel left them with a clear sense of their own 
identity and the reassurance of what it meant to walk with Christ. 

 

Churches across our Diocese in these times beyond Covid are finding 
new and imaginative ways of bringing the Gospel and the love of Christ to 
the communities which they and we seek to serve. We are having to 
explore day by day and context by context that phenomenon we came to 
call the “new normal”. “Normal” in that it builds on our customs 
practises and traditions – it is something which is familiar to us and helps 
to build our sense of ongoing identity, and yet something which is “new” 
because it is shaped by the challenges and realities of contemporary 
society. We see this even in the way we worship gathering a community 
together which is often made of those present in the building and those 
joining online. 

 

Tradition and teaching, along with reflection about the Christian life are 
handed on from generation to generation. Each helping to shape that 
tradition before it is handed on again. Let us pray that we may each have 
the wisdom and the courage to hand on the traditions which we hold to 
be dear from our own practice, prayer and worship, to allow them, at 
least in part to be open to shaping through their encounter with our own 
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context and then for us to share that with others. Mindful that as the 
next generation take them into a new context they may speak differently. 

 

If we cherish the tradition that we have been handed, and reflect on that 
carefully in the context of our own reading of scripture and the context 
of our own lives we may well find, as St Paul writes, that Christ will 
“comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and deed. 

 Amen 

 

 


