
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is your King?…. 

 
Jeremiah 23. 1-6; Colossians 1. 11-20; 

Luke 23. 33-43 
 
 

Sunday 24th November 2019 

The Feast of Christ the King 

 

Collect 

Eternal Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace. 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
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At a time when our nation is making decisions about political leadership and when our news 
bulletins are full of debates about both policy and the approach of individual leaders it is a 
good thing that today we pause for a moment to celebrate with our sisters and brothers 
around the world the feast of Christ the King. 

It provides for us all an opportunity to frame the current debates in a broader perspective 
and for us to be reminded of our true identity in Christ; the vocation and calling which we 
share and the way we are brought together into the family of the Church. On this feast we 
celebrate Jesus Christ as King, and we refresh our commitment to work together to build 
the Kingdom of God. 

The powerful account in St Luke’s Gospel, when Jesus responds to the criminal, reminds us 
aashape our life together as the Body of Christ today. What happened on Good Friday was 
not the way many at the time imagined that salvation would come to a broken world. There 
was an expectation instead that change and deliverance would come through the exercise of 
power. The death of Jesus on the cross led even those who followed Jesus most closely to 
hide away through fear. Yet the events of Good Friday changed everything. In Christ the 
King we understand our own identity within the Kingdom of God and are also challenged to 
think about how we act. 

There is much talk in the Church these days of the place of leadership. Courses on training 
leaders are popping up all over the place and people are being called and empowered to 
take on roles of leadership and responsibility in many varied ways. The development across 
the contemporary Church of a broader based leadership, along with the encouragement of 
creativity and fresh ways of imagining Church have been both enriching and life giving to us 
all. We can see encouraging examples of this in so many different contexts. 

On this great festival day we are though reminded of the character of Christlike leadership. 
Such an approach can appear to many to be a radically different approach, rooted in those 
notions of sacrifice, humility and love. This can sometimes lead us to take risks, to enter 
into uncertain times and experience some complex relationship dynamics, but to follow 
Christ the King and to explore leadership in this way will lead to us growing as disciples, 
growing as community and growing as ourselves. We are invited to share in a journey which 
will lead us to grow community and understand ourselves and God more deeply. 

For some there is a temptation to understand leadership with control. Such leadership 
becomes expressed through a desire to know everything and direct and influence every 
decision. History teaches that such an approach can often lead to conflict rather than 
fruitfulness. The leadership we see in Christ the King is, though, something quite different. 
Jesus on the cross demonstrates humility and vulnerability which challenges even the 
criminal to think again. For a leader to be able to express vulnerability can fundamentally 
change the nature of community and lead to the growth of a more authentic and more 
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deeply flourishing experience of life together. To share the risk of vulnerability can be a 
deeply enriching experience for a community, but it is an approach which requires both 
courage and trust. 

Because Christ is King the accounts in the gospels challenge us to frame our own lives in the 
context of that reality, to express through our own leadership those Christlike 
characteristics of sacrifice, humility and love and to be reminded that community can be 
developed most fully if we are able to be vulnerable in a way which seeks to build up our life 
together. 

Happy Feast Day!!!! 


