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There's much in today's Bible readings about the generosity of God, the abundance with 

which God treats us, the way in which God loves to give. There's a church in the centre of 

Walsall in the West Midlands where I preached from time to time and always behind me in 

the pulpit as I preached was a huge banner saying ‘you cannot out give God.. Sometimes 

that seemed like a challenge: you cannot out give God, sometimes an expression of thanks: 

you cannot out give God. Psalm 116 expresses that same kind of helplessness in the face of 

God’s generosity ‘what shall I give in return for so much?’ says the psalmist, ‘what on earth 

could I give out of the poverty of what I have in return for all that God has given to me?’ The 

psalmist simply promises to provide some kind of a thank offering, a thank you response. 

That's all that we can do: respond to God. We don't take the initiative; we can't hope to 

match the divine generosity.  

So if there's one thought to take away this morning it's that God is generous. God is not a 

miser. God is not mean. God does not parcel out things in small little carefully measured 

portions. If you had the reading from the first book of Kings you would have heard how 

Solomon is moved to ask for  wisdom, for discernment, for understanding of how he's going 

to govern his country rather than all the things he could have asked God for such as wealth, 

military prowess, fame. You would then have heard that God gave him wisdom, 

discernment and understanding and then added all the rest as well because Gods like that. 

God wants to pour out good things on us. 

The gospel reading expresses that in many pictures. The Kingdom of God is like a mustard 

seed: extraordinary growth out of something so small, a tree that eventually provides edible 

produce and protection. The Kingdom of God is like yeast a small amount is really effective 

and enables the dough to expand in quite a strange way.  The Kingdom of God is like hidden 

treasure or fine pearls: images of gold and jewels, something that's worth looking for. The 

Kingdom is like a great big haul of fish; a fisherman's dream providing food and prosperity. 

Mustard seed, yeast, treasure, fish; some of those images ring bells with us, others not so 

much. What might modern images be like of the Kingdom of God? The theologian Jurgen 

Moltmann, who himself knew what it was to be imprisoned as a prisoner of war, described 

the Kingdom of God as ‘like a wide open space where there is no cramping.No cramping. I 

imagine somewhere like the places in Essex where there are such large skies you can look 

out and see the horizon all around or perhaps somewhere else up in the hills being able to 

see a long distance, or on  a high building, looking across the city, with clear air and  a good 

view. No cramping whatsoever: no cramping also of bodies that are too weak to move, no 

cramping of minds that are broken by illness and disappointment. In the Kingdom of God 

there's no cramping because of skin colour or gender or age or disability, no restrictions 

nothing that holds you back, nothing that encases you, cramps you down. 

Why don't we see this? Why isn't this always obvious to us? What hides the generosity of 

God to us, the Kingdom of God around us, why do we feel sometimes that life is rather 

sparse and mean? We don't have enough we say, we spend a long time talking about what 
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we lack and what we haven't got. We spend many an hour in committee, church council, 

Synod and so on trying to work out how to get more of what we want. Why is that? 

Perhaps we don't like to talk about the things the gifts that God has given us. Maybe we've 

been brought up to be modest about our gifts. ‘It's nothing’ we say if somebody 

compliments us on something we've made or repaired. And that upbringing is strengthened 

by a Christian sense that we shouldn’t be proud of what we can do.  The disadvantage of 

being modest like that is it that we may then fail to recognise this is God blessing us, this is 

God giving us each gifts and talents not so that we can be praised ourselves, (though more 

praise would be a good thing) but so that we might contribute to the richness that 

everybody else experiences. Don't be afraid of the fact that you're very good at somethings. 

It's unfortunate that schools tend to praise somethings like the ability to read books and 

write sentences and not to award high marks (at least not in my day) to those people who 

were able to make others laugh, to those people who were able to listen to folk in need, to 

the people who could just pick up a few flowers and create something beautiful or the folk 

could look at it broken kettle or computer and make it work again. God gives each of us the 

capacity to do something. Let's praise God for the abundance of his gifts, starting with 

ourselves. 

Or could it be that we don't see because we're not looking in the right place? Jesus said that 

the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, like yeast, like treasure, like fine pearls and all 

these need to be looked for. We need to seek the Kingdom. So perhaps this abundant life is 

not always obvious because sometimes we're looking in the wrong place. We’re looking for 

things that we think we want rather than what God has already given us.  

So I would encourage you to look and see what you have an abundance of. Where is God 

blessing you? Where do you have more than enough already? And in our churches I would 

love to see more appreciation of how much God has given us.  As I come to the end of my 

time as Lay Development Advisor I know I have been so richly blessed by spending time with 

laypeople who want to be able to contribute to the life of their church and are sometimes 

frustrated by the fact the church leaders are looking somewhere elsewhere. If we have a 

church with fewer stipendiary clergy that may because God is calling fewer people to that 

ministry. I don’t think God has got the vocations’ strategy wrong!  

So let's rejoice in the generosity of God. Let's be assured that God is not a miser. We heard 

Paul’s words to the Christian believers in Rome, assuring them of their salvation and the 

continuing presence of God. He declared: ‘God will graciously give us all things.’ The areas in 

which God has blessed us with abundance may well be those places where the Kingdom of 

God is growing. Let’s look and see. 


