
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time for action…. 

 
Ezekiel 36. 24-28; Acts 16. 16-34.  

John 17. 20-end. 
 
 

Sunday 29th May 2022 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Sunday after Ascension 

 

Collect 

O God the King of glory, 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place  
where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

Amen 
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In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

….. so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.  

John 6. 15 

There are many images we can imagine to depict what happened at the 
ascension of Jesus. Perhaps involving clouds, light, crowds of people and 
even angels. However we visualise the moment, it marks in scripture and 
in the lives of the disciples a point of expectation and transition. 

From this point onwards Jesus is not physically present in their 
community, he has taken his seat with God the Father and the community 
shifts focus to prepare for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. It is 
an important shift in focus, not just for the disciples at that time, but also 
for each of us. 

Christ ascended to heaven and being seated with the Father was the 
outcome of the Ascension Day narrative, it was the “new normal” for the 
disciples of Jesus. It is still the “new normal” for each of us today. 

The ascension of Jesus in the Gospel narrative marks an important change 
in that the spotlight shifts from a moment in history to the life of the 
Christian community through all time. From the particularity of that given 
moment to the eternal reality of God’s love and light – which is as 
present and transformative for us today. 

To reflect on the ascension of Jesus is to dwell on a point of transition 
that draws each one of us today into active participation in the story. The 
“new normal” for the disciples in the Gospel narrative is the “new 
normal” we share as a Christian community today. The communities of 
which we are a part and the mission and ministry in which we share is 
within the greater community of disciples which goes back to that point 
in history. It is not just that we have read of this story in a book, it is also 
part of our story. 
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For many years the 10 days between the Feast of the Ascension and 
Pentecost have been a time of prayerful preparation for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. A time of anticipation and expectation, and a time for us to 
pray and reflect on what we might be able to bring to the mission and 
ministry of Jesus in which we now share. 

As we look forward to the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost how 
are we to approach our own commitment to sharing in the vocation to 
which we as a community have been called. 

The Church of England has identified a desire in the next season of our 
life together to be simpler, bolder and humbler. That seems like a very 
good place to start. As we discern how God may be calling us as a 
Christian community today we should avoid the temptation to over 
complicate, to be over cautious or to have too high an opinion of our 
own standing and status. To approach a time of prayer, preparation and 
listening whilst seeking to be simpler, bolder and humbler seems like 
quite a good thing to do. 

As wider society and the communities we serve continue to explore what 
the new normal might look like for them. Perhaps facing some change, 
uncertainty, and turmoil. We can play our part in listening to how we are 
called to be now and looking for those places and ways in which we are 
being called to witness to the transforming love and grace of Jesus. 

This period of ten days between Ascension and Pentecost has become 
known as “Thy Kingdom Come”. A reference to one of the most active 
phrases within the Lord’s Prayer. It is a time to refresh, renew and 
prepare for action. 

It would be easy to imagine that the ascension of Jesus marked the end of 
the story, but in reality it marks just the beginning. The ascension of Jesus 
is not so much an ending as a beginning. We should use this time then to 
pray and prepare, to reflect and refresh, to listen and discern. There is 
much for us to be doing, much for us to be sharing, much for us to be 
encouraging. 



Page 4 of 4 
 

The focus of the story now moves to us – as we pray that the Holy Spirit 
will renew, refresh and re-energise. How will we use these coming days? 
How open can we be to the promptings and encouragement of the Holy 
Spirit? How much are willing to now be a big part of the story……. 

Amen 

 

 


