
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: He is Faithful! 

Readings: Psalm 98; Malachi 4:1-2a;  

2 Thessalonians 3: 3-13; Luke 21:5-19  

 

Date: Sunday 17th November 2019 

Collect:   Heavenly Lord, 

      You long for the world’s salvation; 

    stir us from apathy 

     restrain us from excess 

                  and revive in us new hope 

              that all creation will one day be healed 

                     in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Can you think back to an occasion when you have been tempted to give up? It might have 

been something you were committed to at work and you felt as if you were getting 

nowhere and there seemed to be little chance of success.  Maybe it was something that you 

were involved in organising in your local church and you felt as if you had little support from 

other members of the congregation and began to think, what’s the point? Someone I know 

oversees the provision of refreshments in her church. She takes pride in sourcing good 

quality coffee and making sure there are biscuits or other nibbles.  Often people drop out at 

the last minute from the rota and she has to fill the gaps; or people take the provision of 

coffee and refreshments for granted.  Another person I know has been churchwarden in a 

parish in a very long vacancy, overseeing the fabric of the church, making sure that the 

services are planned and visiting priests invited. As the vacancy has gone on it must have 

been very tempting to give up.  

As Christians our everyday work and our involvement in our church are shaped by our 

understanding of our faith. Both today’s gospel reading from Luke and the New Testament 

reading from the second of Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians contain statements of 

encouragement to keep going in our faith.  Luke records words of Jesus “By your endurance 

you will gain your souls.” Paul writes to the Thessalonians, “brothers and sisters do not be 

weary in doing what is right.”  The call of God’s church, the call to each follower of Jesus is 

to endure to the end. Elsewhere in Paul’s writing he speaks of finishing the race, the image 

of the athlete who perseveres through training and practice to win the title.  

The call to endure is not an easy one or a popular one, for we prefer quick fixes; easy 

solutions to the issues we face.  If we look back through history we can see however, the 

stories of men and women who have persevered in the face of great odds. Sometimes this 

has been personal circumstances such as ill health or the circumstances of caring for 

someone else. Other times the story of Christians who have faced opposition and 

persecution because of their faith. Such suffering for faith continues today as never before. 

The call in today’s reading is to keep going and to endure. 

Mary Jones, was born in 1784 into a poor family, the daughter of a weaver. She  lived at 

Llanfihangel-y-Pennant, Abergynolwyn, at the foot of Cader Idris near Dolgellau. At the age 

of fifteen she set off to buy a copy of the bible in Welsh walking some twenty-six miles 

barefoot across the countryside to buy a copy from Reverend Thomas Charles because she 

did not have one. 

To keep going and endure may seem impossible but the challenge is to recognise where our 

strength comes from. It is not simply a personal stubbornness to keep going at all cost; or 

some inbuilt resilience. When I was still a child, a tiny woman called Gladys Aylward came 

to our church, at the end of the service there was a meeting in the church hall which my 

parents took me to.  In this after church meeting she spoke of how God had called her to 

China. She spoke of leaving her job as a maid in London and taking just a few personal items 

with her as she travelled to China.  Not sent by any missionary society nor having any 
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training but simply believing that God had sent her. In 1938 she led almost a hundred 

children, aged between four and eight, on a 100‐mile walk over the mountains to safety 

from the advancing Japanese army. 

After she had fled from China she preached on one occasion in Hong Kong where it is 

recorded (referenced in an article in the New York Times on the occasion of her death) 

that she said “I have been a fisher of men, I went to China because God asked me. I did not 

have missionary training or missionary status. I was answerable to Him and no one else.” 

Similarly Paul makes it clear that the root of our endurance is not simply our own effort, it 

is more about where our trust is based, where we gain our strength from.  Paul’s challenge 

to those hearing or reading his letter is to have confidence in God, to know that He above 

everyone and everything else is faithful. Paul adds that because God is faithful he will 

strengthen you. 

 

 

 

 


