
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love in the New Normal?…. 

 
Jeremiah 15. 15-21; Romans 12. 9-end; 

Matthew 16. 21-end. 
 
 

Sunday 30th August 2020 

The 12th Sunday after Trinity 

 

Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
you are always more ready to hear than we to pray 
and to give more than either we desire or deserve: 
pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid 
and giving us those good things 

      which we are not worthy to ask 
but through the merits and mediation 

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
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In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

There can be no doubt that the last few months have been some of the most difficult and 
challenging times experienced for a generation. Fear, uncertainty and grief has had a 
profound effect on the ways in which we think and behave in so many ways. From the 
earliest moments of the pandemic when loo rolls sold out in the grocery shops, to the ways 
that now it is almost impossible to buy a bicycle due to a huge uptake in cycling as a means 
of getting around. We have seen and experienced change and disruption to our settled 
patterns of life in ways that would have been previously unimaginable. 

One of the clear consequences of this difficult time has been the ways in which people from 
all walks of life have paused for thought and have reset their priorities in life. Whether 
through rethinking their approach to creation and the environment, reflecting on work life 
balance, engaging with the core values which underpin behaviour, or rediscovering faith in 
God. When we face a time of disruption such as the one we have just known we find 
opportunity to think again, to reframe what we are doing and to reconnect with what 
actually matters and to remember what it is that life is all about. 

In our Gospel reading this week we hear how Jesus responds to those who seek to defend 
him from the suffering which is to come. His rebuke is stark and clear – reminding his 
disciples to set their minds and priorities on the things of God, and not be motivated by 
human things.  

What is clear as the story develops is that the life of the Christian disciple is characterised 
by generosity, relationship and self-sacrifice, not by greed, protection and self-interest. 
These realities are even more pressing at the present time as we move into a time when the 
economic stability, we have known is likely to suffer considerable disruption and we will be 
challenged to look closely together at how we respond to need and opportunity. 

What Jesus describes in this interaction are the tools for the building of a loving and 
supportive community. The kind of selfless generosity which marked out the life of the early 
church and has been a foundation for all those who have sought to make the Gospel known 
through generations. The stories of the saints of the Church are stories which reflect such 
an approach.  

In the passage from the letter to the Romans, which forms our epistle reading, St Paul 
reminds the early Church of how the new community, rooted in generous love, is to be 
shaped. He describes a series of interactions which are life giving and which demonstrate an 
outpouring of love. Such that the community is built and developed, but also in a way which 
is deeply missional and leads on to Church growth. Today, we are an example of that! 

In these very difficult and uncertain times it is clear that as Christian communities we have 
been deeply challenged and reminded again of what it is that binds us together. We have 
seen, and shared, generous and sacrificial love, we have seen great numbers turn to the 
Church (especially digitally) to make some sense of the current situation. Now as we return 
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to our buildings and gently gather together our communities we are exploring what the 
‘New Normal’ might look like. 

There is a fresh opportunity to think about how generous self-giving love might help us to 
order our priorities. How, following the example of Jesus, and listening to the experience of 
the emerging early Church, we can look together to build on our past experience, but 
develop our life together in a way which brings hope to us, and hope to all those we seek to 
encounter. 

As we continue this journey through uncertain and changing times. I hope and pray that we 
will all continue to know the love of Christ, and that such sacrificial and generous love may 
come to characterise our own shared community, witness and worship. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 


