
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: ‘Encountering God in the storm?’ 

Readings:  I Kings 19:9-18, Psalm 85:8-13, Romans 10:5-15, Matthew 14:22-33 

Date:        Sunday 9 August 2020    9th Sunday after Trinity 

Collect:   

     Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit  

     to be the life and light of your Church; 

     open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 

     that we may bring forth the fruit of the Sprit 

     in love and joy and peace; 
     through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord 

     who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

     one God now and forever. 

     Amen. 

 

Elizabeth Snowden, Archdeacon of Chelmsford 
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Sermon text:  Matthew 14: 22-33 

The last few months have been disturbing and unsettling for us all. It is fair to say that Covid 

19 is not over yet and that other black clouds are threatening on the horizon; the economic 

impact of this illness, the challenge we face from the disparity that this virus has revealed 

between the rich and the poor of this world and as well the ecological crises that hangs 

over us.  

If you have ever been in a storm in a boat or ship you will have had some experience of a 

vessel riding the waves and being buffeted by the wind. The disciples, several of whom are 

experienced fishermen, used to being on this particular lake at night in all kinds of 

conditions; a lake well known for its sudden storms. Yet on this particular night, in this 

particular storm, they are troubled and cry out in fear.  They see something or to be more 

exact someone, walking on the surface of the water towards them. Their minds cannot 

make sense of what they see; they think they are seeing a ghost. When a voice calls back in 

response to their cry of alarm, Peter responds recognising who’s the voice belongs to. 

When the invitation from Jesus comes to get out of the boat, Peter steps over the boats 

side and into the waves. Peter is confident; he strides out over the surface towards Jesus. 

But then his attention is distracted from Jesus. He focuses on the enormity of what is 

happening; the swell of the waves, the power of the driving wind. His feet sink into the 

waves and he starts to drown. 

Let’s just pause and reflect on what is happening here? This is an environment with which 

Peter is familiar, a boat at night on the lake. He knows the person who has invited him to 

join him on the water. This is someone he has come to know, someone he trusts, someone 

he seeks to follow. And yet…    and yet he sinks in the dark waters. Jesus chided him for his 

little faith but note not for his lack of faith.  For Peter has demonstrated faith, faith enough 

to climb over the edge of the boat into the stormy waters. He has enough faith to begin the 

walk across the waves to his friend. But he does not have enough faith not to be 

overwhelmed by the sheer enormity of what he is doing; walking on the waves in the midst 

of a storm.  

His cry to Jesus ‘Lord, save me.’ is answered and together Jesus and Peter climb into the 

boat and the wind stops. In essence this appears as an extraordinary rescue from a storm at 

night. Yet there is more that is happening, for in this rescue in the storm God is 

encountered and not just by Peter. The incident watched by the others on the boat also has 

an effect on them. They respond out of awe to what they have witnessed, by bowing down 

to Jesus and declaring, “Truly, you are the Son of God.” Fear in the midst of a storm turns 

into worship of the God who saves. This is the first time in Matthews’ gospel, (Matthew 

14:33), that the disciples are described as worshiping Jesus.  

Peter himself is on a journey to understand and to eventually be able to declare for himself 

his faith in Christ, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.” (Matthew 16:16).  
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The disciples worship Jesus again after his death and resurrection when he commissions 

them to go and make disciples of all nations.  Even having witnessed Jesus, his life, death and 

resurrection their worship is tinged with doubt “When they saw him they worshipped him; 

but some doubted.” (Matthew 28:17) Worship and doubt are woven together as is 

incredible courageous faith with moments when everything seems to overwhelm and we 

feel as if we are drowning.   

Life is uncertain and unpredictable as the last few months has reminded us as we have lived 

with the fear and uncertain future posed by Covid 19. To follow Christ is never easy. 

Sooner or later each of us has challenges and finds difficulties in practising our faith, of living 

it out. However, it does not depend on us. In the other bible reading from the New 

Testament set for today, Romans chapter 10, Paul the apostle is unpacking what salvation is. 

This passage here is from a long piece written by Paul where he expressed his desire for his 

own people the Jews to know Gods salvation whilst also recognising that God sees no 

difference between Jews or Greeks.   

Paul writes in verse 13 “Everyone who calls on the name for the Lord shall be 

saved.”(Romans 10:13)  It is less to do with us and more to do with God. Paul identifies two 

characteristics of faith.  Firstly, of being able to confess that Jesus is Lord and secondly, of a 

belief that God has raised Jesus.   This is essentially the faith expressed at baptism. It is the 

starting point of our journey of faith of following Jesus.  

God works in this world through humans, loyal, faithful and in the way of human’s often 

fallible, people who make mistakes and like Peter are sometimes distracted by events 

happening to them or around them.  Peters encounter reminds us that it is God in Christ 

who comes to us through the storm.   

 

 


