
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be sent…. 

 
Isaiah 66. 10-14; Galatians 6. 7-16; 

Luke 10. 1-11, 16-20 
 
 

Sunday 7th June 2019 

Third Sunday after Trinity 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
you have broken the tyranny of sin 

and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts  
whereby we call you Father: 

give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation  

may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
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St Luke’s account of Jesus sending out the seventy in mission makes for compelling reading. A 
rich harvest is affirmed, but so also is the recognition that there are relatively few labourers 
to respond to this rich opportunity, and so the seventy are sent on their way with simple, yet 
challenging instructions. 

There is no plan for their work, indeed so much of it seems to be a journey into the uncertain. 
They are to travel lightly and to be careful to remain particularly in places where their work 
bears fruit. Their mission and ministry is be to rooted in the context of relationship and 
hospitality. Where it does not bear fruit, they should not fear moving on to face new 
challenges in different places. They are to expect the possibility of hostility, but also to be 
open to those who respond to their ministry and teaching with enthusiasm and joy. They are 
to travel lightly, receive generosity with grace and to move on with realism. It is ministry 
rooted in the peace of God and built on a culture of hospitality and generosity in community. 

What is striking about this account of the sending out is the degree to which questions are 
left unanswered and the ways those who are being sent are indeed sustained through grace 
and faith, rather than through detailed planning and risk management. Indeed, if such journeys 
were developed today it would be interesting to see how cautious we had become in relation 
to risk and how, therefore, we were less able to be either open to hospitality or adaptive to 
change. 

There are some important challenges here for the contemporary Christian, and especially at 
a time when we are being challenged together to think of how we can develop and resource 
new Christian communities. Whilst good planning is very helpful, it is important for all who 
follow Jesus, and who are exploring their ministry and vocation today, to have the openness 
and flexibility to respond to new opportunities and challenges as they arise. It would be good 
for us to root our mission in a framework of warm hospitality and open relationship, such 
that we can come alongside people and communities exactly where they are. 

This gospel account is also interesting in the way it helps us think about our response to 
situations when we face hostility or a poor response as we seek to share Christ’s love. The 
seventy are not encouraged to argue their case, or indeed to dwell long in a situation of 
conflict, but with an almost compelling sense of pragmatism they are to move on to new 
opportunities and to keep moving forward in the journey. For those times when we might 
feel a bit stuck in our discipleship journey, such an approach could be a real encouragement. 
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The instruction that the seventy are to travel lightly and carry with them the bare minimum 
of supplies and resources serves as a reminder to all who follow Christ today – that we 
consider our own capacity to travel lightly and the ways in which we depend on God’s grace 
and provision as we journey together in faith. For the modern disciple I don’t think this is an 
invitation to recklessness, but there often times when, if we travel lightly in mission, we are 
able to enter into more deeply, as well as understand more fully, the context within which 
we serve. 

Perhaps there is a challenge here to us all, as we seek to share the Gospel to be mindful of 
what we take with us on our journey. Perhaps we should seek to travel lightly, be adaptive to 
change, move swiftly, and rejoice in hospitality and peace.  

In the letter to the Galatians we read of the rich potential when disciples sow “in the Spirit”. 
That if we proclaim the love and light of Christ with humility in the Spirit, then fruitfulness 
will follow, but if we sow – with a desire which is rooted in our own ends – then the opposite 
may come to pass.  

So it could be for us as we share in mission and as we are sent to share the Good News 
today. Taking the care to look at our own motivations and making sure we are clear in our 
own minds about what we are doing and why we are doing it will be a fruitful exercise for us 
all. 

 

 


