
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

Sunday 10 January 2021 

‘The Baptism of Christ’ 

 

‘The first Sunday after Epiphany’ 

Psalm 29; Gen 1: 1-5; Acts 19:1-7;  

Mark 1: 4-11 (you might wish to read Mark 1:1-11) 

 

Heavenly Father, 
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognise him as our Lord 
and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Let us pray 

In the words of the psalmist may we today recognise your voice, O Lord and understand 

you come and give strength to your people with a blessing of peace. Amen.  

Our reading this morning from the Gospel of Mark appears to cut across the readings from 

the previous weeks which related to the events of the first Christmas and to Epiphany. 

Lectionary readings subsequently lead up to Candlemas, the presentation of the infant 

Christ in the temple. We might want to ask the question why? Why do we move from the 

birth of Christ and events surrounding the infant Christ to the Baptism of Christ as an adult? 

We might also want to ask a similar question ‘why?’ about the way that Mark the writer, 

begins his gospel. Mark contains no story of the nativity, no Bethlehem, no shepherd or 

angels. Instead, we are told in Mark Chapter 1 verse 1  

“The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ the Son of God.” 

To answer these two questions is important but first we need to think a little about 

communications and culture. 

During 2020 and the unfolding of the pandemic, a regular feature of our life has been the 

ministerial broadcast by the prime minister and other senior politicians, senior medical and 

scientific advisers. Through these broadcasts we have heard about the extent of the disease 

and the restrictions necessary. At time it has been very depressing. Perhaps you can recall 

the moment when the news of a vaccine was announced and the way this news was seen as 

a potential game changer. In that the rolling out of the vaccination would mean eventually 

we will move away from the current social restrictions. 

To begin reading Mark we need to understand about the equivalent of a ministerial 

broadcast in the days of the Roman Empire. It would be a message, an official proclamation. 

The word that Mark uses in the Greek euangelion which we translate good news is just that, 

an official proclamation, a proclamation that has profound life changing consequences. This 

proclamation is about the arrival of Jesus the anointed, the Son of God.  

Marks introduction to his gospel in this brief statement gives us an insight into why he 

begins his gospel as he does. He wants anyone who has heard this read or who comes 

across it and reads this, to know its significance. After this earth-shattering proclamation 

Mark quotes two old testament prophecies before moving straight to the appearance of 

John the Baptist followed by the Baptism of Christ. All in 11 short verses. 

This is a life changing, game changing, world changing announcement. This is the moment 

when God breaks in, where Gods power is revealed and Gods purposes for humanity and 

the world is revealed.  Therefore Mark begins in this way and I would hazard a guess that 

this is why in Epiphany, the lectionary moves from the infant Christ to his appearance beside 

the Jordan as an adult.  
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We will follow Marks gospel throughout this year and we might wish to hold this sense of an 

official proclamation that is world changing, as a lens with which to read this gospel afresh.  

Let us turn and look at the Baptism of Christ in Mark through this lens. Johns baptism was a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. John called people to turn to God, 

acknowledge their failure. In Matthews Gospel , John the Baptist speaks of the judgement of 

God, with God bringing his winnowing fork and burning the chaff; similarly in Luke’s Gospel, 

John the Baptist speaks of every tree that does not bear fruit will be  cut down and thrown 

in the fire.  Marks account however is different for here John speaks in Mark 1 verse 7 of the 

one who comes as being more powerful than he.  

Let us just pause and look at what happens as Jesus comes up out of the water and the way 

this speaks of Gods power. Notice the heavens are torn apart, the Greek word is schizo 

literally meaning to split, to rend, to rip open.  This is dramatic and suggests a 

demonstration of Gods power.   

Then what follows gives us a glimpse of the way that God has chosen to reveal his power. 

Firstly Gods power is revealed in love, with the voice affirming his love for his Beloved Son, 

Jesus. The man who is God and who stands with us in our broken humanity, more than that, 

who stands in our place. Secondly, Gods power is revealed in gentleness, for notice the 

Spirit does not come with a display of might and power or the destruction of burning fire. 

No, instead the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus with the gentleness of a dove.  

It is this man Jesus, beloved Son and filled with Gods Spirit who can endure the wilderness in 

the verses which immediate follow today’s reading and who ultimately takes our place and 

endures the horror of the death on the cross. This is the good news, the life changing 

announcement that Mark wants us to hear that in Jesus Gods power breaks in. Let us look 

afresh at Jesus; may we discover more about the life changing thing that God has done and 

may we hear for ourselves the words of God speaking love to us and equipping us in 

gentleness to be his people. 

 

 

Heavenly Father, 
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognise him as our Lord 
and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 


