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May I speak in the name of the living God, who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Today I am going to talk about politics. When I say that I don’t mean party politics or our 
parliamentary process, I’m talking about us. About you and me, the opinions we hold, the 
decisions we make, and the ways we relate to one another. I’m thinking about 
discrimination, about homophobia and racism, I’m thinking about refugees.  

I’m thinking about those who go to bed hungry and wake up wondering if, and what they 
will eat that day.  

I’m thinking about violence and discrimination against women about the conflicts found 
within our own church.  

I’m thinking about the struggles and challenges of living together, in communities, in our 
marriages and families, in our friendships and relationships. 

While politics may not always be an appropriate topic for polite conversation.  

There is no way that it can separated from the way we live out our faith as Christians. 

Regardless of what politics might mean today and regardless of how it’s practiced, it is 
fundamentally about the ordering of society.  

It’s about the way we live together and how we get along. It’s about people and the way we 
live our lives together. 

Those concerns are central to the practice of Christianity.  

We believe that God has something to say about how we live and the way we relate to one 
another. We open ourselves to God’s ordering of our lives and relationships. In that regard 
the incarnation, the embodiment of God in humanity, is a deeply profound political 
statement. One that reorders our relationships with God and each other.  

It teaches and shows us a new way of being. 

So let us be open to letting the politics of Jesus challenge, critique, and even perhaps change 
our personal politics.  

Jesus’ politics has important implications for our lives.  

The politics of Jesus is different from the kind of politics most of us see, experience, and 
probably even practice. His politics is driven, led, anointed, and filled by the Spirit, the life of 
God. 

Jesus’ political identity begins not with party affiliation or constituents but with his baptism. 
He was immersed in the waters of creation, the heaven opened and the Spirit descended on 
him in bodily form, and a voice from heaven declared, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 
you I am well pleased.”  

From there he was led by the Spirit in the wilderness where he overcame the great 
temptations and corrupters of all politics: materialism, power, self-interest.  



In the wilderness Jesus claimed his identity and refined and clarified his message and the 
direction of his life. He left the wilderness empowered by and filled with the Spirit and 
taught in the synagogues of Galilee.  

In today’s gospel Jesus comes to Nazareth, the town where he grew up, to the synagogue 
where he worshipped, and to people who know him.  

He reads from the Prophet Isaiah: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 

Those words describe the politics of Jesus. Good news to the poor, release to the captive, 
sight to the blind, letting the oppressed go free, and declaring God’s favour are the building 
blocks of Jesus’ political platform.  

They are not campaign promises but a present reality, a reality made present in Jesus.  

“Today,” Jesus says, “this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Jesus is outlining his politics. He is describing the character of his ministry. He is establishing 
his priorities and the direction of his work.  

He is casting his vision for the reordering of relationships  

– good news to the poor,  

release to the captive,  

sight to the blind,  

letting the oppressed go free, declaring God’s favour. 

From here on everything Jesus does will be grounded in a politics of good news, release, 
sight, freedom, and divine favour. His politics is revealed in healing the sick, casting out 
demons, forgiving sins, feeding the hungry, raising the dead.  

His politics stands at the heart of his crucifixion and resurrection. 

Look at the world, read the news, reflect on your life and it’s not hard to see how much we 
need a new politics,  

a Jesus kind of politics.  

Think back on those examples I gave at the beginning.  

Each of those is a story in which someone or some people is poor, captive, blind, oppressed, 
in need of divine favour. Jesus’ politics is large and all encompassing.  



No one gets left out. Jesus does not put conditions or qualifiers on his politics. The divine 
favour knows no boundaries and has no favourites.  

It doesn’t seem to matter to Jesus who you are, what you have done or left undone, or what 
you life is like.  

So let me ask you this.  

How does the politics of Jesus compare with our own?  

Good news to the poor,  

release to the captive,  

sight to the blind,  

letting the oppressed go free,  

declaring God’s favour.  

If that’s the politics of Jesus and we claim to be disciples, followers, lovers of Jesus, doesn’t 
it need to be our politics? 

What if we adopted Jesus’ political platform as our own?  

Presence with and compassion for another human being would replace resolving issues, 
fixing problems, and winning votes. We would listen more than we speak. Power would look 
like cooperation and collaboration.  

We would have to have the courage and will to stand with another in his or her pain, and 
the vulnerability to risk letting another stand with us in our pain.  

We would know the fulfilment of “this scripture” here, today, right now. 

That’s the kind of politics I would want to support and be a part of.  

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in our hearing.”  

Let us truly hear those words and act on them.  

Amen 

 


