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Well, our readings for the 6th Sunday of Trinity offer us quite a combination. The herdsman 
prophet Amos threatened, the head of the prophet John the Baptist served on a platter, and 
a beautiful description of the will of God revealed in Christ written to the church in Ephesus. 
Which makes me rather grateful for verse 8 of our Psalm, Psalm 85, “I will listen to what the 
Lord God will say, for he shall speak to his people and to the faithful, that they turn not 
again to folly.” 

“I will listen….for he shall speak” our God speaks in so many ways, through the gift of 
scripture, the presence of the Spirit, the wonder of creation, the stillness of prayer, the 
people we are set in community with, each one of us adopted into the family of God - and 
God speaks through us, to one another and to the world around us. When we pray, when 
we read scripture, when we speak goodness and wonder and gentleness into the lives of 
others - God speaks.  

But all those things I’ve listed, those are easy speaking engagements! To speak of God to 
those who know God, well that’s not difficult. To speak of God to those in need of 
gentleness and compassion, well that’s simply sharing the love God has already shown us in 
Jesus. 

No, the challenge comes when we are called to speak truth to power. When we are called to 
speak of what is good and just to those who have the power to end our lives or constrain 
our lives. When we must risk our discomfort or our status for the sake of those who have no 
comfort, no status, no voice.  

Amos and John the Baptist, one a herdsman, one a voice in the wilderness, each calling the 
people of God back to relationship with God. Each calling God’s people to turn away from 
their folly. Each risking their very lives to speak what they had heard God say. 

I love Amos’s response when he is told to get out of town for prophesying against the King, 
“I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore 
trees.” It is a great rebuttal to Amaziah the priest of Bethel, a man of status and power, a 
man who would have dressed as though he meant business.  

Similarly, the passion of John, the man in the wilderness, dressed with camel’s hair, a 
leather belt around his waist, who ate locusts and wild honey. He called God’s people to 
turn away from their folly and turn to the living God. And he called out Herod the ruler for 
all the evil things he had done - which landed him in prison and eventually his head on a 
platter. 

You see, the call of the prophet is to speak truth to power.  

The Didache, which simply means ‘Teaching’, is one of the earliest texts from the 1st or 2nd 
century that gives us a bit of an insight into the early church. The Didache covers various 
aspects of church life, of what it meant to live as a Christian, and also what it meant to live 
as a Prophet. You see lots of people ‘claim’ to speak in the name of God. Many claim God’s 
power. And the Didache is a helpful reminder of what to look for and listen for in the 
prophet. First, you will tell a prophet from their behaviour, which will be of the Lord Jesus. 
And second, from their words, for if a prophet says, “‘Give me money or something else’, 
[the writer of the Didache says] you shall not listen; but if they tell you to give on behalf of 
others in want, let none judge that prophet.” The prophetic voice is the voice of the 
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kingdom of God, the voice of the poor, the voice of the oppressed. It is not the voice of self-
interest and it is not the voice of the powerful. 

So what did our prophet’s Amos and John the Baptist speak of? We hear the echo of their 
words in St Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus as he writes of our inheritance in Christ, 
the prophets point to the, “redemption of God’s own people”. 

Yet to speak of the redemption of God’s own people, to call God’s people back to God, to 
turn away from their folly, would prove to make being a prophet rather a risky occupation. 
You see, people don’t like being told that what they are doing is, well wrong. Abusing 
power, permitting injustice, perpetrating violence and hatred, refusing to stand-up for the 
oppressed, silencing those without a voice, or simply passing by in a “it’s nothing to with me 
mate” kind of life - all these things are all counter to God’s nature. They stand in opposition 
to the kingdom of God.  

And perhaps what is the starkest, is the silencing of the voice of the prophet by those who 
hold power, whose status and identity is questioned by the prophet who reveals that the 
power of the powerful is temporary, empty, a clanging cymbal that fades to nothing. Power 
does not like hearing truth.  

Yet the call of the prophetic voice is to speak truth to power  

Of course, there are many claims to what is ‘truth’ these days, that is nothing new. People 
have defined their own truth to suit their own ends for centuries. We see it at the moment 
in a pandemic as people argue over what is reliable, trustworthy, ‘true’, as we seek to find a 
way to live through this time. Christian have engaged in this game of “my truth is better 
than your truth” since the earliest days of the settled church, again often to suit a particular 
dominant line of thinking or the influence of a particular leader or thinker.  

Which is probably why those ‘in’ power can often feel confused today when Christian’s 
speak about the same subject with such vastly differing opinions, each opinion claiming its 
own particular version is the ‘truth’ and in doing so denying the ‘truth’ of others. “My truth 
is better than your truth” is not a game that Christian’s are supposed to engage in. 

Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind, and love your 
neighbour as yourself” this is the life of the Christian, the one who is a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. As Paul reminds us in the opening of his letter to the Ephesians, we are adopted as 
God’s children, into the household of the Father, through Jesus Christ according to the good 
pleasure of God’s will.  

We are family in Christ, and we are not meant to argue with one another about who is right 
or wrong. Yes, every family has its moments. Every family has its disagreements. Every 
family has the embarrassing cousin, or aunt, or uncle…. But the family of God in Jesus Christ 
- we are called to be a prophetic voice to the world, to call people into relationship with the 
Father through Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to use our voice to empower 
the powerless. 

We are called to speak ‘truth’ to power. Amos spoke. John the Baptist spoke. They risked 
everything and sacrificed everything, even life, in order to make the truth of God’s 
extravagant eternity transforming love known. A love older than time, a love stronger than 
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death, a love that is radically altering the very nature of our existence each and every 
moment of our lives. That is the truth that the powerful must be told, time and time again 
until the very end of the age. 

Our voice is a gift and when we raise our voice as the family of God, in unison and unity, to 
speak and cry out of the love of God made known in Jesus Christ, the world changes.  

 

 


