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If there is one message from today’s New Testament and Gospel readings it is this: keep 

going. Keep going and don’t give up. 

St Paul writes to the young Timothy instructing him to continue in what he had learned and 

believed – and remembering from whom he had received it. Let me ask: Who was it that 

first shared the Gospel with you? Who was it that taught you the foundations of your faith? I 

invite you to pause and give thanks for their example and teaching.  

And then another question: Are you still putting what you learned into practice? 

As we thank God for those who shared faith with us, we are called to honour their gift by 

continuing to put our faith into practice in our daily life and sharing that faith with others. 

Paul reminds Timothy to ‘proclaim the message’ in order to convince, rebuke and 

encourage. So, when was the last time we tried to convince someone about the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ? Or when was the last time we rebuked someone or encouraged someone? 

It is clear that Timothy’s call was to be an evangelist and our calling and gifts may be very 

different. But the challenge remains – how is our faith in Jesus Christ made visible in our 

day-to-day life? 

I wonder if you noticed, that right in the middle of Paul’s instructions to Timothy, he 

reminds Timothy about scripture? This was before the New Testament had been formed 

and so the encouragement was to remember that what we now call the Old Testament was 

fertile ground for teaching and training about Jesus. Of course, we now have the New 

Testament as well – but the encouragement remains for us to make use of the entire Bible 

in sharing the good news about Jesus. He is THE Word to whom the written Word bears 

witness. 

Just as St Paul encourages us to keep going in our public discipleship, so St Luke gives similar 

encouragement to keep going in our private discipleship. The parable of the judge and the 

persistent widow is strange – she eventually gets justice because she nags and makes a 

nuisance of herself with the judge. He finally acts, not because it is right to do so, but 

because he wants a peaceful life without being pestered! 

Jesus takes this story and makes it clear that God is not like that judge. God will bring 

justice because that is his nature – he wants to answer prayer. But the timing is God’s not 

ours. We want immediate results that may not be desirable or appropriate. God won’t 

delay longer than is necessary but will always act for the best. And he won’t get tired with 

our repeated prayers – indeed the parable is introduced by Jesus because of the disciples 

need “to pray always and not lose heart”. To keep praying is a sure sign of our continuing 

faith. 

So, however you are feeling today, remember those who shared faith with you and 

remember that God is bringing justice. Therefore, put our faith into practice and keep 

praying! Amen. 


